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Stay informed, inspired, and connected with TESOL’s diverse subscription offerings. Our publications and toolkits are 
designed to empower English language educators, researchers, and professionals worldwide. Unlock the power of TESOL’s 
publications and resources to elevate your teaching, advance your research, and connect with a global community of 
English language professionals.

Unlock Opportunity: TESOL Subscriptions

TESOL Journal
Highlighting practical teaching techniques and innovative 
practices, TJ is a peer-reviewed journal for educators seeking to 
enhance their instructional strategies. Members can opt in for 
free—don’t forget to update your subscription preferences today! 
Visit www.tesol.org/tj for more information.

The TESOL Resource Center
The TRC, available to TESOL members only through the myTESOL 
community, offers lesson plans, teaching tips, activities, assessment 
tools, and other valuable tools to help TESOL members plan your 
classes. Check it out at www.tesol.org/trc.

TESOL Connections
Free With TESOL Membership
Dive into the latest trends, tips, and 
resources in English language education. 
TESOL’s monthly e-magazine keeps you 
connected with insights from experts 
and peers. If you’re a member, you’re 
already subscribed—log in, opt in, and start 
exploring today!

Monthly: $5/month
Annual: $50/year (savings of $10 per year)
www.tesol.org/tc 
 
 
 

ELT Toolkit: EdTech for English 
Teaching Excellence
Available for Members and Nonmembers
Stay ahead of the curve with this searchable 
online database of 100+ curated edtech 
resources. With a focus on ELT professional 
development, this toolkit equips educators 
with practical solutions to integrate 
technology effectively in their practice.

Members: $48/6 months or $72/year
Nonmembers: $60/6 months or $96/year
www.tesol.org/elt-toolkit

TESOL Quarterly
Exclusive Subscription for Members
As a leading academic journal in the field of English language 
education, TESOL Quarterly delivers rigorous research and thought-
provoking discussions. Gain access to cutting-edge studies and 
groundbreaking findings that shape the profession. Not a TESOL 
member yet? Join now to subscribe!

Subscriptions as low as $27/year. Visit www.tesol.org/tq for pricing tiers.

Ready to subscribe? Visit www.tesol.org/publications today!

Bridging Borders: Making an Impact  
Through Culturally Responsive Teaching

In my teaching context as a Puerto Rican ESL teacher 
living and working in Camden, New Jersey, USA, I focus 
on helping students who come from diverse linguistic 
and cultural backgrounds. My teaching has deepened my 
understanding of the complexities of language acquisition 
in urban settings. My favorite TESOL publication is 
TESOL Quarterly. This journal has been invaluable 
in my teaching practice, providing research-based 
insights into ESL methodologies and practical 
strategies for supporting English learners. It has 
helped me better understand how to scaffold 
lessons and meet the needs of students who 
face challenges not just linguistically but also 
socially. As someone who also wants to make 
an impact in Puerto Rico, I appreciate how 
this publication emphasizes culturally responsive 
teaching, something I aim to carry forward in both my 
current work and future aspirations.

	 Edwin Porrata (pictured right) 
	 Teacher; New Jersey, USA
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New Releases

No-Prep Activity Cards for English Language Teaching
Looking for fun and engaging ways to boost the skills of your multilingual learners of English? Add these activity cards to your toolkit! Two new 
additions to this bestselling series bring creativity and collaboration into your English language classroom and inspire new directions in your 
teaching. These color-coded cards include a combination of traditional exercises, interactive games, and communicative tasks for flexible use in 
different contexts. Each activity also includes adaptations, variations, and/or extensions.

TESOL Zip Guide: AI in 
English Language Teaching
Christina Kitson

This Zip Guide is designed for educators seeking 
to integrate AI into their classrooms, lesson 
planning, and work with multilingual learners 
of English. It provides practical activities and 
foundational guidance on incorporating AI 
tools, strategies for creating engaging content 
and activities, and tips for fostering ethical and 
academically honest use of AI. 

©2025 | 6 pp | $13.95 (single) | $313.95 (25-pack)  
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10%
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Understand and Encourage Ethical Use

All teachers should create their own policy for how AI can be used in their classroom and on assignments. Create your policy after reviewing 
your school’s AI policy, if it has one.

4 Create a Model for Your Context 5 

Academic integrity is an important part of the conversation about AI in the classroom. Explain that plagiarism is using ideas and 
words that are not your own, but claiming them as your own. Because AI is not a person, this makes previous definitions of plagiarism 
problematic, and there may be students who argue that use of AI-generated content is not plagiarism. Clearly define what is allowed 
and what is not allowed in your classroom. 

6 1

 
 Christina Kitson, PhD, is associate professor in the Department of English  

at the University of Central Missouri and coordinates the MS in Education  
for English Language Learners TESL program. 

TESOL is an international association of professionals advancing the expertise 
in English language teaching to speakers of other languages in multilingual 
contexts worldwide through professional learning, research, standards, and 
advocacy.

TESOL Zip Guides provide essential information, strategies, and tips  
related to fundamental topics in English language teaching in a compact, 
easy-to-use format.

References, Weblinks, and Additional Resources
For references, weblinks, and additional AI resources,  
please visit: www.tesol.org/zipguides/ai-elt

What Is Included in This Zip Guide?
n The fundamentals for integrating AI tools into 

classroom teaching, students’ work, lesson planning, 
and outreach.

n Strategies for teachers of multilingual learners of 
English to create engaging content and activities 
using AI. 

n Evaluation points for how to talk about AI and 
integrate it into classrooms while being mindful of 
ethics and academic integrity issues.

n Tips and activities for English language educators 
as they work with AI and bring it into their language 
classrooms. 

AI Tools in Education
Various artificial intelligence (AI) tools can be used in education with 
multilingual learners of English. One well-known example is ChatGPT. Other 
tools, like Grammarly and Scite, can enhance and support educational tasks, 
and many others can be used for educational purposes.

 
 

AI Continuum for Class Use
Use this model (inspired by the AI Assessment Scale; Perkins, Furze, et al., 
2024) to share with students how AI can be used in your classroom. Modify 
the model for your students’ level and context.  

  Research and Select AI Tools 
 » Consider ease of use, relevance to your curriculum, and student needs.
 » Prioritize tools that align with your teaching objectives.

  Master Your Chosen AI Tools 
 » Thoroughly familiarize yourself with each tool’s features and capabilities.
 » Practice using the tools in various scenarios to build confidence.
 » Learn troubleshooting techniques for common issues.

  Determine Your AI Integration Approach 
 » Decide whether to use AI for in-class activities, teacher preparation  

and planning, or both.
  Start Small  

 » If using AI in class, begin with a single, well-planned assignment.
 » Conduct a trial run with a colleague or friend.

  Introduce AI Tools to Students 
 » Demonstrate the AI tool to your class.
 » Model the intended use and set clear expectations.
 » Provide hands-on practice time.

  Gather Student Feedback 
 » Ask students about their experience, challenges, and perceived benefits.
 » Use open-ended questions to gather detailed insights.

  Repeat and Improve 
 » Based on feedback and your observations, refine your approach.
 » Continuously assess and adjust until you find the right balance for  

both you and your students.

Action Plan

Final Tips for Success
n Think Innovatively: Explore unique applications of AI that 

weren’t possible before. Consider how it can enhance language 
learning in new ways.

n Be Patient With Yourself: Remember that AI integration is a 
learning process. Don’t expect perfection from the start.

n Stay Informed: Keep up with developments in AI for education 
to ensure you’re using the most effective tools and methods.

n Collaborate With Colleagues: Share experiences and ideas 
with other teachers to learn from each other.

n Evaluate Impact: Regularly assess how AI tools are affecting 
student learning outcomes and adjust your approach 
accordingly.

n Be Prepared: However you choose to use AI, be prepared 
to clearly explain your reasoning to students, parents, 
administrators, and colleagues.

         Prompt Practice
AI output is only as good as its input! “Prompt 
engineering” is the process of writing, refining, 
and optimizing the text you provide to AI to 
guide it to produce desired outputs. It is a 
crucial skill. While poor prompts can result in 
inaccurate and irrelevant responses, effective 
prompts help AI models respond more 
appropriately and accurately. Practicing prompt 
development and input—both for you and your 
multilingual learners of English—is an important 
first step in utilizing any generative AI. Don’t be 
afraid to practice and revise. 

How Does AI Work?
1  Data Input: AI tools are trained with vast amounts 

of data, including text, images, and videos.

2  Learning Algorithms or Programs: AI 
algorithms process these data to identify patterns, 
relationships, and insights.

3  Decision-Making: AI systems use these patterns 
to make informed decisions, generate responses, 
or provide recommendations.

Important Considerations Before You Get Started
n Personal Comfort: You’re not obligated to use AI if you’re uncomfortable  

with it.
n Student Use: If the use of AI is allowed by your school, you have the authority 

to decide whether and when students can use them on assignments.
n Ethics: Make sure you learn and understand the ethical implications of AI  

use for you and your students.
n Gradual Integration: Take your time to learn about AI and practice with it 

before classroom implementation.
n Instructor Importance: AI is not a replacement for teachers; human 

oversight is an integral part of using AI in education.

Concerns About Academic Integrity

n Plagiarism: AI use can result in plagiarism when generated 
content omits proper attribution or creates fake attribution.

n Cheating: Students may use AI to gain an unfair advantage on 
assessments or assignments, such as by substituting AI responses 
for their own work.

n Originality: Maintaining the authenticity of students’ work when AI 
is involved can be challenging.

  Activity
Provide each student with the terms plagiarism, cheating, originality, 
and academic integrity. Have them write their own definition of the 
words and then use AI to generate definitions. Have a whole class 
discussion about the differences in the definitions they came up with 
and create an academic integrity policy based on that discussion. 
Post the results in the room and on the syllabus so it is always visible.

Safeguarding Academic Integrity

Academic honesty is complex, but you can take steps 
to help your students understand it and prevent 
excessive reliance on AI.

DO THIS  
n Establish Clear Policies: Establish and communicate 

clear course policies regarding the use of AI tools, 
plagiarism, and cheating.

n Create Educational Awareness: Educate students 
about the ethical use of AI and the consequences of 
academic dishonesty. 

n Encourage Originality: Design assessments that 
require critical thinking and analysis, and personal 
experience/understanding.

n Provide Timely Feedback: Provide feedback on 
assignments and assessments promptly to ensure 
students have as much time as possible to complete 
their work (and hopefully prevent them from turning to 
AI at the last moment to help finish an assignment). 

n Facilitate Open Communication: Encourage students 
to ask questions and seek clarification on the use of AI 
tools in your course.

n Include Tasks for Student Reflections on AI Use: To 
focus on process, ask students to reflect on their AI use 
and what they have learned. 

  Activity
Provide student groups with several hypothetical scenarios 
involving the use of AI for assignments. Based on your 
classroom’s allowed usage of AI and on the academic 
integrity policy you’ve created as a class, have them 
discuss the ethical implications of each scenario and 
the appropriate actions to take. Here are some example 
scenarios:

n A student directly copies and pastes information from 
an AI-generated text without citation and submits it as 
part of an assignment.

n A student uses AI to generate small sections of a 
research paper.

n A student uses AI to paraphrase an existing text without 
adding any original thought.

n A student uses AI to check their grammar and spelling 
before submitting a paper.

n A student uses AI to find interesting synonyms for basic 
vocabulary terms in a story they’re writing.

Have groups make a table of acceptable and unacceptable 
AI uses in your classroom, and then share and discuss with 
the whole class to create easy-to-reference guidelines you 
can add to your academic integrity policy. 

Fair and Ethical Course Policies

To foster a culture of academic honesty and address concerns 
about AI misuse, there are several key actions you can take.

DO THIS  
n Convey Consequences: Clearly outline the consequences of 

academic dishonesty related to AI, such as failing the assignment 
or the course.

n Explain Reporting Mechanisms: Explain what will be used to 
identify and report unapproved AI use. (I.e., how will you determine 
inappropriate AI use?)

n Be Available: Make it known that you are available to discuss any 
concerns or questions students may have about AI usage.

AI can be used for anything in the assignment. 

AI can be used for anything in the assignment, but prompts and draft 
histories need to be submitted.

AI can be used for idea generation, organizing, outlining, drafting  
(main writing still done by the student), and editing, and final 
submission must include prompts and a revision history.

AI can be more generally used, but the student needs to detail  
exactly how it was used and include prompts in their submission.

AI can be used for specified activities (included in the assignment 
description) or a specific AI can be used for certain tasks.

AI can be minimally used (idea generation, simple editing) and only  
on approved platforms.

AI cannot be used for any part of the assignment.

Considering AI in the Assignment Process
Break down the assignment process into parts and decide 
which parts are suitable for students’ AI use. If you answer 
yes to any of the following questions, consider allowing 
students to use AI for that part.

Questions to Ask Yourself
For each part, would students typically be allowed to:
n talk to their friends, parents, or classmates?
n use a dictionary, thesaurus, and/or a word processing 

program?
n get help with their writing from a teacher, librarian, or a 

writing center?

  Activity
Pick an assignment and go through the steps, thinking about 
how and where AI could be used; modify the assignment 
steps/process accordingly. 

Increase Your AI Expertise1
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Focus on Specific Language Learning Needs

Prioritize Language Learning Process Over Product

Understand and Encourage Ethical Use

Create a Model for Your Context

AI in English  
Language Teaching: 
Effective Strategies
This Zip Guide introduces 
five key strategies when 
exploring and integrating AI 
into your English language 
teaching practice.

What Is Artificial Intelligence, Exactly?
AI is “technology that enables computers and machines 
to simulate human learning, comprehension, problem 
solving, decision making, creativity and autonomy.”

Generative AI “refers to deep learning models that can 
create complex original content—such as long-form text, 
high-quality images, realistic video or audio and more—
in response to a user’s prompt or request.”

AI has been utilized for decades, since the 1950s, in 
various capacities and across industries, such as in 
customer service, fraud detection, and marketing. 

(IBM, 2024)

Context
This guide is for anyone who wants to know 
more about using AI in their classroom, with their 
multilingual learners of English, and in their work.

Pick any AI tool.  
Ask it to tell you  
how it works. Tell  
it what you do and  
ask it how it can help you do 
your job. Ask questions about 
ideas that intrigue you. 

 SAVE 10% when you buy in packs of 25.
Great for workshops and PLCs. For more Zip 
Guides, visit www.tesol.org/zipguides

©2025 TESOL International Association. All rights reserved. 
Not for reproduction.

AI in English Language Teaching 

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES

LEARN! 

Underscore Student Voice

A part of ethical use is making sure that students’ voices are not 
lost through the use of AI. Students should use AI in ways that 
enhance rather than replace their own voice, unless the specific 
goal is AI-generated content. 

DO THIS  
n Discuss Voice: Before introducing AI writing tools, discuss the 

concept of voice and its importance in students’ writing. 
n Demonstrate Style and Genre: Use AI to explore different writing 

styles (e.g., formal letters, academic essays, casual messages) and 
analyze how word choice, tone, and structure change across these 
styles.

n Analyze Writing: Use AI to change students’ writing (style and 
voice) and discuss how the language changed. 

TESOLZipGuide_AI_print.indd   1TESOLZipGuide_AI_print.indd   1 12/3/24   2:51 PM12/3/24   2:51 PM

Teacher Leadership for School-Wide English Learning,  
Second Edition
Michelle Benegas and Amy Stolpestad

This new edition of Teacher Leadership for School-Wide English Learning (SWEL) equips teacher 
leaders to implement the SWEL peer coaching model, transforming education for multilingual 
learners of English. Packed with ready-to-use professional development plans, practical tools, 
and insights from real-world experience, this book offers strategies to build systems that support 
language development school-wide. Access downloadable resources and new perspectives on how 
language fosters identity and equity.

©2025 | 240 pp | $44.95 (Print) | $33.99 (EPUB)

TEACHER LEADERSHIP FOR  SCHOOL-W
IDE ENGLISH LEARNING

BENEGAS  •  STOLPESTAD

The SWEL coaching model provides 
teacher leaders with the tools 
they need to develop customized 
professional development. 

Michelle Benegas, PhD, is an associate 
professor at Hamline University and 
cofounder of TESOL International 
Association’s SWEL professional 
development series. Her books include 
Teacher Leadership for School-Wide 
English Learning and Language of 

Identity, Language of Access (LILA): Liberatory Learning in 
Multilingual Classrooms.

Amy Stolpestad, EdD, is a K–12  
ESL teacher and experienced teacher 
educator who has consulted with 
schools across the country. She serves 
as Data Recognition Corporation’s 
senior director for language solutions 
and is a cocreator of the SWEL  

professional development series for TESOL International 
Association.

About the Authors

This book is designed to facilitate the School-Wide English Learning 
(SWEL) peer coaching model at any school that serves multilingual 
learners of English, whether they make up most of the student body or 
a smaller group within the school. By capitalizing on the expertise that 
is already in the building, schools can transform the educational 
experience of multilingual learners throughout the school day.

You can read this innovative volume sequentially or in an order that 
best suits your needs. Sections cover topics such as building school-
wide systems to support language development, applying teacher 
professional development, and putting SWEL to work in your school 
with intentional planning. 

VALUABLE FEATURES

 Professional Development Plan, each complete with objectives, 
time needed to complete the activity, materials and resources, 
preparation required, and step-by-step instructions

 A Companion Website, including downloadable handouts, articles, 
links, videos, and more, as well as all appendixes (editable!)

In this second edition, you will find new perspectives on how language 
provides access while supporting student identity. Also look for: 

 More ready-to-use professional development plans
 Updates based on real-world teacher input
 Revised and expanded planning tools to focus on targeted 

observation goals
 Discussion of how the psychology of change impacts the work of 

SWEL coaches

The SWEL model is so important 
because it helps schools draw 
from their expertise within the 
school without having to depend 
on the expertise of others 
outside of the district. I think 
administrators will appreciate 
this book as well because it 
provides them with a clear 
process of starting the SWEL 
model from zero to launch. 
Tan Huynh, MEd, Secondary School 
Teacher, International School of  
Phnom Penh

Teacher Leadership for  
School-Wide English Learning  
is beautiful to read. The ideas 
are accessible and clear. The 
model has solid theoretical 
foundations and the theories 
discussed are very approachable, 
so much so that one almost 
doesn’t realize that they are 
theories. This model is 
groundbreaking and so helpful 
for teachers. There is really 
nothing else out there that 
supports the in-service 
professional development in 
 this manner. This cannot be 
underestimated.
Kate Reynolds, PhD, Professor of  
TESOL and Literacy, Central Washington 
University

tesol.org/bookstore

FOR

SCHOOL- 
WIDE 
ENGLISH 
LEARNING 

TEACHER 
LEADERSHIP

MICHELLE BENEGAS
AMY STOLPESTAD

2ND EDITION
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ELT Power-Ups: Just-in-Time Professional Learning  
for K–12 Teachers of Multilingual Learners of English
Janet Eichenberger Hiatt and Cindra Porter

This book is a powerful resource designed for busy K–12 educators who need a practical 
guidebook on immediate and accessible professional learning opportunities. It offers 
adaptable approaches, time-saving solutions, and downloadable resources to help you 
engage in your own professional development—or facilitate professional development 
sessions for other teachers.
©2025 | 289 pp | $52.95 (Print) | $39.99 (EPUB)

The 6 Principles Quick 
Guide for Second Language 
Acquisition
Helene Becker (Author); Deborah Short  
(Series Editor)

This Quick Guide uses The 6 Principles as a lens to 
offer an overview of the key elements involved in 
the second language acquisition process, and tips 
on how educators can use this knowledge to assist 
learners in having a successful second language 
acquisition experience.

©2024 | 6 pp | $13.95 (single) |$125.95 (10-pack)

Building Classroom 
Culture Through 
Translanguaging: 
Theory and Practice
Holly Hansen-Thomas, Maria-Elena  
Gómez-Parra, and Barbara Muszyńska 

This book is a comprehensive guide for 
educators who want to create inclusive 
and effective classrooms that celebrate the 
diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds 
of their students. It introduces the concept 
of translanguaging, a pedagogy that moves 
beyond traditional methods by encouraging 
students to use their full linguistic repertoire.

©2025 | 152 pp |  $42.95 (Print) | $31.99 (EPUB)© 2024 TESOL International Association. All rights reserved. Not for reproduction.

MORE 6 PRINCIPLES RESOURCES 

BOOKS

MORE QUICK GUIDES
The 6 Principles Quick Guides showcase easy-to-use, 
research-based practices for the exemplary teaching of 
English learners in a variety of settings. Written by English 
language teaching experts, these tips, checklists, and 
teaching techniques are handy tools to ensure your lessons 
incorporate current knowledge on language learning and 
pedagogy. Your students will experience success as they 
develop their English language skills.

SAVE 10% when you buy in packs of 10! Great for workshops and PLCs. 
For more information on The 6 Principles, visit www.the6principles.org.

THE

PRIN
CIPLES

TM

Second Language  
Acquisition 

WHAT ARE THE 6 PRINCIPLES?

What Does Successful Second Language  
Acquisition Look Like?
n Knowing a new language means being able to

> Communicate effectively in the new language.  
> Use both oral language and literacy skills to discuss a wide range of topics, express creative ideas,  

exchange information, and collaborate with others, which are critical 21st-century skills.
> Interact with others and with text through reading, writing, listening, and speaking. SLA is not merely 

learning grammar rules and lists of vocabulary in the new language.

n Learners generally start learning by becoming familiar with names for concrete objects and using common 
phrases. They move on to using full sentences, then paragraphs, and then longer texts and utterances.  

n Many factors affect the speed of acquiring a new language, and each person will experience the process 
differently. However, it is worth knowing that almost anyone can learn a second language!

Know your learners.

Create conditions for  
language learning.

Design high-quality lessons  
for language development.

Adapt lesson delivery as needed.

Monitor and assess student  
language development.

Engage and collaborate within  
a community of practice.

1

2

3

4

5
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TESOL International Association’s 
The 6 Principles for Exemplary 
Teaching of English Learners® are 
a core set of principles for the 
exemplary teaching and learning 
of English as a new language. They 
are universal guidelines drawn from 
decades of research in language 
pedagogy and language acquisition 
theory. The 6 Principles are targets 
for teaching excellence and should 
be the foundation for any program 
of English language instruction.

ADAPT LESSON DELIVERY 
AS NEEDED
No matter how thoroughly teachers plan 
lessons, they need to observe and reflect on 
the effectiveness of each lesson segment as 
it is happening. Are learners understanding 
the input? Do they look confused? Are some 
bored because the work is not challenging? 
If the lesson meets the learners’ interests 
and language needs, they are more likely 
to engage with the instruction and lesson 
activities, which will advance their second 
language skills.

DO THIS > >
n Use the 10-2 rule. 

> When presenting input, stop every 10 minutes 
to give learners 2 minutes to interact and 
practice the information in some way. 

> Learners can participate in Turn and Talk, 
Think-Pair-Share, or Sketch and Share activities 
while you monitor their comprehension to see 
if adjustments are needed. 

n Use group response techniques to check 
comprehension at various points in the 
lesson. 
> Learners can display thumbs-up/thumbs-down 

or write responses on mini–white boards and 
then hold them up for you to examine. 

> With technology, learners can use “clickers” 
or computer programs to answer questions 
to give you immediate feedback about their 
learning. 

n Activate and provide background knowledge. 
> Accommodate learners who grew up in a 

different culture or country; they may not  
have the context or experience to understand 
a lesson topic. 

> Ask students to do a Quick Write to see  
what they already know (or don’t know)  
about a topic.

n Provide differentiated materials to meet 
the needs of learners at different language 
proficiency levels.
> Some websites (e.g., www.newsinlevels.com) 

offer texts on the same topic but at different 
readability levels. 

> Differentiate note-taking outlines or sentence 
frames by filling in more words for learners at 
beginning levels and fewer or no words for 
learners at intermediate and advanced levels.

MONITOR AND ASSESS LEARNER  
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
It is important for learners and their teachers to determine if 
learners are making progress in acquiring English: Learners 
want to know if their efforts are paying off and teachers 
want to know if their lessons are effective. 

DO THIS > >
n Monitor and note learners’ errors. 

> This information can be recorded 
informally and used to design future 
lessons to advance language acquisition.

n Provide usable feedback to learners. 
> Let learners know whether the language 

they are producing is accurate and 
understandable to others. If not, make 
sure your feedback is appropriate for the 
student’s age and proficiency level. 

> Provide corrective feedback only on 
topics that have already been addressed 
in the classroom. Avoid too much 
correction, which may confuse learners or 
cause them to shut down.

ENGAGE AND COLLABORATE WITHIN 
A COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE
A community of practice is made up of people in a 
profession who engage with one another to improve 
outcomes. By collaborating, you can discuss, improve, 
adapt, and adopt the best ideas to promote SLA for your 
learners. 

DO THIS > >
n Participate in professional 

development activities related 
to multilingual learners and join 
professional organizations. 
> Professional organizations, such as 

TESOL International Association, offer 
opportunities to stay abreast of new 
research and developments related to 
SLA.

n Share effective SLA strategies 
with staff members at grade-level, 
departmental, curriculum, or faculty 
meetings. 
> Suggest that staff members try a new 

strategy and then share successes 
and insights at the next meeting. 
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n If your learners take annual language 
assessments, find out their scores and 
determine their progress from one test 
to the next. 
> Interpreting the scores can help you 

to analyze your learners’ strengths and 
areas for improvement. 

> Use this information to plan instruction to 
address the learners’ needs.

> Help other staff who teach your 
learners to interpret the scores and set 
expectations for student performance in 
their classes.

n Collaborate with other staff at your  
school who work with multilingual 
learners of English. 
> English language teachers can share 

information about their learners, and 
teachers of school subjects can share 
information about the academic content 
that learners need to know.

> Teachers can help each other design 
lessons that integrate language and 
content learning. When teachers share 
ideas and teaching strategies, they foster 
learner achievement (Leana, 2011).

n Form a book study group. 
> Read and discuss a book from The 6 

Principles for Exemplary Teaching of 
English Learners series, or another book 
that provides insight into the SLA process. 

PRINCIPLE

6IN ACTION
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SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION FAQs

Which is more important—accuracy or fluency?
The answer is both. As long as a spoken message is understood by the listener, 
fluency may be more important so a conversation or presentation flows. In writing, accuracy is important 
because the reader may not be able to ask clarifying questions of the writer if needed. Also, writing is 
a more precise skill, whereas speaking often involves hesitations, repetitions, informal language, and 
gestures that can convey meaning.  

What is grammar and what is its role in language acquisition?
Grammar is the system of rules we use to structure our speech and writing. Learning grammar includes 
knowledge and correct usage of letters, sounds, word parts, word choice, word order, spelling, and 
punctuation. Many rules are internalized naturally as we learn our home language, but we often need 
some explicit instruction in grammar rules when we learn a new language. 

How long does it take to acquire a new language?
Acquiring a new language is a long-term undertaking requiring years of practice and often instruction. 
For most, it takes more than 4 years of deliberate practice to gain enough proficiency to be on par with 
peers in an academic setting, but many factors can affect the timeline—including age and prior education 
of the learner, plus the quality of the instruction. However, if the goal is to learn social language for travel 
and friendly conversation, language acquisition will take less time.

Is it better to be younger or older when acquiring a new language?
There are advantages to each situation. Younger learners have more years to acquire the language 
and may speak it without a foreign accent (although a foreign accent does not indicate a lack of 
communication skills and proficiency in the new language). Younger learners tend to have less anxiety 
experimenting with the language and making errors. If they grow up in a new culture, they can develop 
intercultural awareness, which may be helpful for future employment. However, older learners can 
potentially make faster progress due to higher levels of cognitive maturity and the ability to learn through 
explicit instruction.  

Does robust proficiency in the home language help with SLA?
Yes! A strong home language can support greater success in learning the second language. Learners 
should be encouraged to use their home language with family and friends to promote rich conversations 
and develop a larger vocabulary. These skills carry over to the new language.

PRINCIPLES
FOR EXEMPLARY TEACHING  
OF ENGLISH LEARNERSTM

THE

WHO SHOULD USE THE 6 PRINCIPLES?
The 6 Principles are for you, a teacher in any classroom 
where students are learning English as a new language 
or learning content through that new language. They are 
applicable across different educational contexts, such as 
classrooms with children or adults, dual language learners, 
emerging bilinguals, and multilingual students.

WHAT ARE THE 6 PRINCIPLES?
The 6 Principles are a core set of principles for the exemplary teaching and learning 
of English as a new language. They are universal guidelines drawn from decades of 
research in language pedagogy and language acquisition theory. The 6 Principles  
are targets for teaching excellence and should undergird any program of English 
language instruction:

1. Know your learners.
2. Create conditions for language learning.
3. Design high-quality lessons for language development. 
4. Adapt lesson delivery as needed.
5. Monitor and assess student language development.
6. Engage and collaborate within a community of practice.

You must implement the 6 Principles as a whole. You cannot just know your learners, 
for example, and then not act on that knowledge when you plan instruction. 
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WHY DO WE NEED THE 6 PRINCIPLES?
n TESOL’s mission is to advance the quality of English 

language teaching around the world. As the number 
of English learners soars, a common understanding of 
second language learning and effective instructional and 
assessment design is needed.

n In some settings, teachers need more preparation 
to effectively educate English learners. When TESOL 
professionals fully implement the 6 Principles, their students 
participate in high-quality lessons for language development 
and experience educational success.

n The 6 Principles provide teachers with the knowledge 
to make informed decisions to improve instruction and 
assessment, so curricula and courses for English learners are 
rigorous, relevant, and designed and delivered with second 
language acquisition in mind.

n The 6 Principles will help educators 

• respect, affirm, and promote students’ home languages 
and cultural knowledge and experiences as resources;

• celebrate multilingualism and diversity;

• support policies that promote individual language rights 
and multicultural education;

• guide students to be global citizens.

THE

PRIN
CIPLES

®

Remote Teaching of 
K–12 English Learners 

This Quick Guide is a planning tool and practical framework for action based on The 6 Principles; it is 
for English learner specialists, English language development teachers, classroom teachers of English 
learners, school staff, and school leaders who are planning and implementing remote instruction for 
their students. Teams of educators can use this Quick Guide to develop unified remote teaching plans 
that can ensure English learners’ access to a meaningful education. 
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EQUITY & 
ACCESS
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to English learner families  

during planning

Supplying the TOOLS of LEARNING
Caring for 

SOCIOEMOTIONAL 
NEEDS

REACHING OUT TO 
vulnerable  
students

Boosting 
PARTICIPATION

PREPARING 
CAREGIVERS 

for their 

NEW ROLES 

FINDING 
solutions 
that work 

FOR FAMILIES

Reaching for 

TRIED-AND-TRUE 
methods

Tapping home 
RESOURCES

REMOTE TEACHING for English learners is…

PUTTING THE 6 PRINCIPLES  INTO ACTION

WHAT ARE THE  
6 PRINCIPLES?
TESOL International 
Association’s The 6 
Principles® for the Exemplary 
Teaching of English Learners 
are a core set of principles 
for the exemplary teaching 
and learning of English as 
a new language. They are 
universal guidelines drawn 
from decades of research 
in language pedagogy and 
language acquisition theory.

The 6 Principles are targets 
for teaching excellence and 
should be the foundation 
for any program of English 
language instruction:

Know your learners.

Create conditions for 
language learning.

Design high-quality 
lessons for language 
development.

Adapt lesson  
delivery as needed.

Monitor and assess 
student language 
development.

Engage and  
collaborate within  
a community of  
practice.
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Although remote teaching of English learners is fairly new to K–12 educators,  
The 6 Principles offer relevant guidelines for this mode of instruction. Even at 
a distance, we can design and deliver lessons that engage our students and 
promote their educational success. 

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT:  
SOCIAL LANGUAGE AND ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
At school, English learners must learn how to communicate socially and to become 
academically proficient in English. Although they can talk socially with peers in the 
lunchroom and use everyday English, it does not mean they are ready to tackle academic 
English on their own. Beginning and intermediate level English learners are not yet 
proficient enough to handle the standards-based curriculum. They often lack the academic 
vocabulary and background knowledge needed to develop the content knowledge in 
English. By recognizing these two types of proficiencies, you can focus on strengthening 
your English learners’ academic English so they will succeed in future schooling.

SOCIAL LANGUAGE ACADEMIC LANGUAGE

Language on the playground, 
school bus, hallway, or over 
on the phone. 

Language used in classrooms to read, write, speak 
about, and listen to content-area topics. It requires a 
broad knowledge of vocabulary, sentence structures, 
language functions, and genres.

Requires mainly listening and 
speaking skills.

Requires listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
skills that are used to compare, classify, cite evidence, 
synthesize, evaluate, and infer.

Vocabulary is limited (a few 
thousand words).

Vocabulary is robust, as found in textbooks, 
informational texts, literature, instructional videos, 
academic presentations, and lectures.

For beginners, it takes one 
to three years to reach the 
social language level of peers.

For beginners, it takes at least 5 years to reach the 
academic language level of elementary school peers and 
longer for the level of secondary students.

ACADEMIC ENGLISH is more demanding 
and complex than social English. You 
can facilitate academic language 
development in various ways. One way 
is to make students aware of “cognates” 
which are words that are similar across 
languages, such as difficult (English), 
difícil (Spanish), and difficile (French).
Explicitly teaching students academic 
vocabulary for different academic 
content areas as well as for art, music 
and P.E., is another way. Doing so will help 
students develop the content knowledge 
to succeed in their classes.   

Following are some examples of vocabulary 
to teach:
n Math: Teach all the terms for each 

operation. For example, for subtraction, 
teach subtract, take away, less than, and 
decreased by. In algebra, help students 
with words with multiple meanings, like 
table, slope, variable, and function.

n Science: Teach the terms that logically 
connect processes or experiments, like 
next, after that, therefore, over time, 
and as a result.

n Social studies: Teach the words and 
also the background knowledge that 

English learners will need. For example, 
when you mention the Louisiana 
Purchase, you may have to explain the 
history behind the French and Spanish 
controlling territory in the United 
States.

n English language arts: Teach English 
learners the vocabulary needed for 
their classroom lessons and encourage 
them to find or draw pictures to 
remember the words.  For example, 
when learning about expository writing, 
teach the students about plot, setting, 
characters and conflict.

LEVELS OF ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
Experts have divided language 
development into levels and have 
described what language use typically 
looks like or sounds like at every level 
for each of the four language skills 
(listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing).  In the United States, most 
states identify five levels of English 
proficiency with a sixth level that 
represents grade-level language.

Learning a new language varies from 
one learner to another.  The goal is 
to reach grade-level proficiency at 
the end of about six years.  However, 
for students who are acquiring the 
language at the same time as they are 
learning grade-level content in English, 
this is a very ambitious goal. Factors 
such as native language proficiency, 
amount of formal schooling in the 
student’s primary language and age, all 
impact the amount of time necessary 
for the student to reach grade- level 
proficiency. 
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WHAT ARE THE 6 PRINCIPLES?

The 6 Principles are a core set of 
principles for the exemplary 
teaching and learning of English 
as a new language. They are 
universal guidelines drawn 
from decades of research 
in language pedagogy and 
language acquisition theory. 
The 6 Principles are targets 
for teaching excellence and 
should be the foundation 
for any program of English 
language instruction. As a 
paraeducator, you should use 
these guidelines when working with 
English learners so that all students 
can participate meaningfully and equally in 
educational programs:

1.  Know your learners.
2. Create conditions for language learning.
3. Design high-quality lessons for language development.
4. Adapt lesson delivery as needed.
5. Monitor and assess student language development.
6. Engage and collaborate within a community of practice.

In most K–12 educational settings, English learners spend only part of 
their day with their English language teacher, but spend many hours with 
grade-level teachers (at the elementary level) or content teachers (at 
the secondary level). If you are a paraeducator, you may be entrusted 
to support learners in their grade-level and content-area classes or 
provide additional support in small-group settings. Being in direct contact 
with the learners, you may take on a variety of roles, such as teacher, 
translator/interpreter, counselor, and advocate for the students. 

As a vital part of the community of educators that assumes 
responsibility for the education of English learners, your effectiveness 
can be enhanced by professional development. This guide is designed 
as a quick professional development tool so that you, in your critical 
role supporting English learners, can be informed of the latest 
thinking in the field of English teaching.

PARAEDUCATORS
THE

THE ROLE OF PARAEDUCATORS IN THE 
EDUCATION OF ENGLISH LEARNERS

WHY ARE THE 6 PRINCIPLES  
USEFUL FOR PARAEDUCATORS?

The 6 Principles were originally designed for 
teachers, but their value for paraeducators is clear. 
Paraeducators who work with English learners 
will be more effective if they are well versed in the 
best practices in the TESOL field. When you know 
your students and what conditions help them 
learn a new language, you can aid in the delivery 
and support of high-quality lessons for language 
and content development and adapt instruction 
as needed. You can also assist in monitoring and 
assessing students’ language development and 
academic achievement. Working with colleagues, 
you can create a welcoming and responsive 
school for your students and their families.. 

PRINCIPLES QUICK GUIDE FOR
ESSENTIAL CONDITIONS that 
must be present for second 
language learning to occur: 

n	 Motivation
n Feeling welcomed and safe  

(and other positive emotions)
n Comprehensible input
n Deliberate language practice
n Appropriate feedback
n Brain capacity to learn language

BENEFICIAL CONDITIONS that contribute to English language 
learning and work to the advantage of the learner:

n Home language similar to English
n Home language literacy skills
n Avid reading
n Prior foreign language learning
n Cultural knowledge 
n Ability to read social situations
n Courage, risk-taking, and a positive 

outlook

n Regular access to competent  
speakers of English

n Having reasons and frequent 
opportunities to use English

n Feeling included and integrated in  
an English-speaking learning 
community

n High-quality instruction

MAXIMIZING LEARNING CONDITIONS
By knowing the conditions necessary for students to be successful, you can help support students in several ways, such as 
being welcoming, providing meaningful language practice and feedback, and encouraging learners to stay motivated.

                MODIFY  
               ORAL LANGUAGE

               PROVIDE  
               MATERIAL SUPPORTS

                PROVIDE  
                SOCIAL SUPPORTS

n Use gestures and facial expressions
n Demonstrate or act out
n Simplify speech, using shorter sentences 

with simple grammar 
n Speak slowly but with natural pauses
n Emphasize key words, writing them down 

for students to see
n Rely on high-frequency and known 

vocabulary
n Eliminate idioms and slang
n Translate or interpret into home language
n Model use of language frames to help 

students articulate ideas

n Encourage students to maintain a 
personal dictionary

n Use visual aids:

n Highlight or bold important text
n Create sentence frames 
n Encourage use of bilingual and/or 

picture dictionaries
n Use alternative or modified texts
n Use graphic organizers

n Plan partner and small-group 
activities

n Set up study buddies
n Set up study groups
n Arrange home language partners
n Assign roles for cooperative  

group work
n Design interactive, structured 

conversations (e.g., Think Pair Share, 
information gap activities)

n Teach students the steps for  
common classroom activities

WAYS TO INCREASE STUDENT UNDERSTANDING
Comprehensible input is a communication practice such that a message can be understood by learners, usually with supports, 
even if they do not understand every word. Whether oral or written, comprehensible input helps English learners process 
information and construct meaning. Here are some ways that you can provide supports needed to increase comprehension.

• maps
• charts/graphs 
• graphic organizers

• drawings/photos
• physical objects
• video clips

          What you can do
Reach out to your school’s English language teachers or district 
office to determine which students are English learners.

Inquire about your students’ English language proficiency 
levels. Conditions for language acquisition vary for language 
learners, and students do not pass through proficiency levels 
in the same way. How you would interact with a beginning 
level student is different from how you would interact with an 
advanced one.

Consult with the English language teacher to get descriptions 
of language development at each level to help you identify 
individual learners’ needs and find appropriate supports to help 
all students succeed.
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What Is Second Language Acquisition and Why Is It 
Important for English Language Teaching?
Second language acquisition (SLA) is the process of acquiring a new language 
after you have learned your first language. SLA theory has developed over 
decades of research and applies to learning a second, third, or fourth language. 

This Quick Guide offers an overview of fundamental elements in the SLA 
process and tips for using this knowledge to make appropriate instructional 
decisions as you implement The 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English 
Learners® in class. There is a unique overlap between SLA and teaching 
English as an additional language. Exemplary English language teaching is 
undergirded by The 6 Principles, and The 6 Principles are rooted in SLA theory. 

Developing a greater 
understanding and 
appreciation of people  
and customs that may  
differ from one’s own 

Improving listening skills  
and memory

Expanding problem-
solving skills and creativity

Gaining marketable  
language skills in our  
global society

SECOND LANGUAGE 
ACQUISITION BENEFITS

A NOTE ABOUT 
TERMINOLOGY:

In this Quick Guide, we  
refer to students learning  

another language as  
multilingual learners of  

English or simply learners. 

The 6 Principles 
“represent an assets-

based approach, 
in which the home 

languages and cultures 
of multilingual learners 

of English are viewed 
as resources to draw  

on and make a  
valuable part of the 

classroom for the 
benefit of all students.”  

(TESOL International  
Association, 2024)

When learners see that they are making progress, they  
are motivated to persevere in the learning process.
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AI
William Newman

These 100 activities focus on leveraging the 
power of generative artificial intelligence  
and introducing students to a variety of AI 
tools in the language classroom.

©2025 | $29.95

New!

Assessment
Daniela Dascalita Ortiz

These 100 activities focus on formative 
assessment, with tasks aiming to identify 
how well students have mastered a concept.

©2025 | $29.95

New!

The SWEL model is so 
important because it 
helps schools draw from 
their expertise within 
the school without 
having to depend on 
the expertise of others 
outside of the district. I 
think administrators will 
appreciate this book as 
well because it provides 
them with a clear process 
of starting the SWEL 
model from zero to 
launch.
—Tan Huynh, MEd, Secondary 
school teacher, International School 
of Phnom Penh
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Building Classroom
 Culture Through

Translanguaging
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Transform your multilingual classroom: Unlock the power 
of students’ rich linguistic backgrounds.

Building Classroom Culture Through Translanguaging: Theory to Practice is a comprehensive 
guide for educators who want to create inclusive and e� ective classrooms that celebrate the 
diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds of their students. It introduces the concept of 
translanguaging, a pedagogy that moves beyond traditional methods by encouraging students 
to use their full linguistic repertoire.

LEARN HOW TO

� Unlock the Power of Multilingualism: Discover how to leverage students’ existing 
languages to enhance learning and comprehension.
� Cultivate Intercultural Awareness: Develop strategies to create a more inclusive classroom.
� Implement Translanguaging Strategies: Explore actionable strategies and real-world 

classroom examples across various contexts, educational levels, and geographical locations.
� Bridge Theory and Practice: Foster an educational environment that refl ects the linguistic 

and cultural diversity inherent in today’s globalized society.

By presenting real-world examples, pedagogical tools, and numerous hands-on activities, 
Building Classroom Culture Through Translanguaging empowers educators to make informed 
choices, fostering a community of refl ective practitioners committed to enhancing the quality 
of education for all.
Whether you’re a preservice teacher, in-service teacher, or teacher trainer, this book provides 
the tools and knowledge you need to move beyond traditional methods and embrace the 
power of translanguaging.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Holly Hansen-Thomas is vice provost of research, innovation, and corporate engagement, and 
professor of ESL and bilingual education at Texas Woman’s University in Denton, Texas, USA. 
A three-time Fulbright Scholar, Dr. Hansen-Thomas has dedicated her academic scholarship to 
second language educational issues.

María-Elena Gómez-Parra is an interdisciplinary researcher and professor of bilingual and 
intercultural education in the Faculty of Education at the University of Córdoba, Spain. Her key 
research areas include intercultural education, bilingual education, and early second language 
acquisition. 

Barbara Muszyńska, a Fulbright Senior Award scholar, works as an assistant professor at the 
University of Lower Silesia in Wrocław, Poland. Her research and teaching focus on developing 
new forms of evidence-based cross-curricular approaches to language teaching and learning.
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TESOL Zip Guides

The world is going by quickly; TESOL Zip Guides can help you keep up. 

Get on the road with our visually engaging Zip Guides, designed with practical checklists, grab-and-go strategies, and  
adaptable activities. TESOL Zip Guides provide vital information and tips related to current topics in English language  
teaching in a compact, easy-to-use format.

TESOL Zip Guide: Reading 
Strategies for Multilingual 
Learners of English
TESOL International Association

In this easy-to-use guide, teachers of 
multilingual learners of English will 
find activities, scaffolds, and strategies 
for enhancing their students’ reading 
comprehension, creating autonomous 
learners, and effectively assessing reading 
comprehension. 

©2024  | 6 pp 
$13.95 (single)  |  $313.95 (25-pack)  
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10%

TESOL Zip Guide: Essentials  
for Engaging Families of 
English Learners
Debbie Zacarian

In this compact guide, educators with 
learners of all ages will learn about the six 
fundamentals for engaging, building, and 
sustaining lasting partnerships with families 
of English learners. Look for practical 
applications, strategies, and valuable 
tips and activities for English language 
educators to start using right away.

©2022 | 6 pp 
$13.95 (single) | $313.95 (25-pack)   
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10%

TESOL Zip Guide:  
Social-Emotional Learning  
for English Learners
Debbie Zacarian

In this guide, English language educators will 
find information on the six fundamentals of 
social-emotional learning for English learners, 
practical applications for social-emotional 
language and literacy learning for English 
learners, strategies for English learners to 
flourish, and valuable tips and activities.

©2021 | 6 pp   
$13.95 (single)  | $313.95 (25-pack)   
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10%

BEST SELLER!  
TESOL Zip Guide: Welcoming 
and Supporting Multilingual 
Newcomers 
Amber Warren, Melissa Hauke, Jan Dormer, 
Ying Hui-Michael, and Adrienne Johnson

Learn about five key areas to consider when 
planning instruction to meet the unique social-
emotional, linguistic, cultural, academic, and 
programming needs of newcomers.  

©2023 | 6 pp 
$13.95 (single)  | $125.95 (10-pack)  
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10%	

TESOL Zip Guide: Advocating  
for English Learners
Heather Linville and James Whiting

In this six-panel guide, educators with students 
of all ages will learn the five fundamentals 
needed to advocate for English learners in 
the classroom and school, strategies and 
guidance for community advocacy, tips for 
taking immediate advocacy action, and 
suggestions for how to bring advocacy-focused 
assignments into TESOL teacher preparation.

©2022 | 6 pp   
$13.95 (single)  | $125.95 (10-pack)  
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10%

The 6 Principles

Ground your teaching in TESOL’s 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English Learners®. The 6 Principles is for all  
educators who work with multilingual learners of English and provides teachers with the knowledge to improve 
instruction and assessment. The 6 Principles Quick Guides are laminated, easily referenceable professional  
development tools to give you the essentials of The 6 Principles in different contexts. 

BEST SELLER! The 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English Learners:  
Grades K–12, Second Edition

	 TESOL Writing Team
	 ©2024 | 204 pp | $36.95 (Print) | $27.99 (EPUB)

The 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English Learners:  
Young Learners in a Multilingual World

	 Joan Kang Shin, Vera Savić, and Tomohisa Machida (Authors); Andrea B. Hellman (Editor)
	 ©2021 | 136 pp | $34.95 (Print) | $25.99 (EPUB)

The 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English Learners:  
Academic and Other Specific Purposes 

	 Sherry Blok, Robyn Brinks Lockwood, and Evan Frendo (Authors); Deborah J. Short (Series Editor)
	 ©2020 | 146 pp | $33.95 (Print) | $25.99 (EPUB)

The 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English Learners:  
Adult Education and Workforce Development

	 Andrea B. Hellman, Kathy Harris, and Amea Wilbur (Authors); Deborah J. Short (Series Editor)
	 ©2019 | 160 pp | $33.95 (Print) | $25.99 (EPUB)  
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Learn more and access free resources >

TESOL Zip Guide: AI in  
English Language Teaching
Christina Kitson

This Zip Guide is designed for educators 
seeking to integrate AI into their 
classrooms, lesson planning, and work 
with multilingual learners of English. 
It provides practical activities and 
foundational guidance on incorporating 
AI tools, strategies for creating engaging 
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Reading Strategies for  
Multilingual Learners of English

Reading Is…
Transformative: The reader must see mental images and apply 
what has been learned to real life. 

Interactive: The reader must decode, comprehend, and make 
personal connections.

Insightful: The reader must know the English writing system and 
experience with various text types.

Procedural: The reader must use various scaffolds and strategies 
to be successful.

Ask Yourself 
How is “learning to read” different from “reading to learn”?
What do you do to retain information while reading?
Why is it important to recognize the difference in reading  
skills for content areas?
When do we explicitly teach reading?
Where do you start?

Defining Reading
Reading is an interactive process in which a reader uses 
their prior knowledge to construct meaning from a text.

Goals 
Teachers will be able to
n enhance students’ reading comprehension.
n provide various reading strategies to students.
n create autonomous readers.
n increase communicative competence.

What Is Included in This Zip Guide? 
n The fundamental knowledge and skills needed for 

any teacher who teaches reading to multilingual 
learners of English at any level and in any grade 

n Activities, scaffolds, and strategies
n Theory to practice applications
n Tips for multilingual learners of English to be 

successful

Reading Has Two Parts

DECODING 
Decoding (or word  
recognition) includes:
4 Phonics
4 Punctuation
4 An endpoint to learning

Decoding Tools
The Mechanics: the  
alphabet, morphemes,  
punctuation, words

LINGUISTIC COMPREHENSION
Linguistic comprehension  
includes:
4 Vocabulary
4 Background knowledge
4 Reasoning and syntax
4 Infinite possibilities for learning

Comprehension Tools 
The Creation: grammar, vocabulary, 
meaning, engaging with text

THE SCIENCE OF READING
The science of reading is a comprehensive body of knowledge that 
can be used to advance practices that support multilingual learners 
of English in their reading proficiency journey. Reading comprehension 
is the product of two components—decoding (or word recognition) 
and linguistic comprehension; if either one is weak, reading  
comprehension is diminished.

Effective decoding practice   
Phonemic awareness and letter instruction: Instruction in the identifi-
cation of phonemes in spoken words and how they link to letters

Effective language/linguistic comprehension practice   
Read-alouds from a variety of complex texts to build knowledge  
and vocabulary
(The Reading League, 2022)
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Multilingual Learners of English 
READING FAST FACTS 
Multilingual learners of English are immediately at a reading 
disadvantage when entering a classroom where English is 
the main language of instruction and assessment.

 Students have to transition from “learning to read”  
to “reading to learn” as early as Grade 3.

 It can take up to 7 years for a multilingual learner of 
English to be considered on par in reading with fluent 
users of English.

 First language reading skills have a huge impact  
on second language reading skills. 

  Multilingual learners of English enter the classroom 
with a wide range of reading skills. There isn’t “a single 
best practice” when it comes to teaching reading. 

5

Understand and Encourage Ethical Use

All teachers should create their own policy for how AI can be used in their classroom and on assignments. Create your policy after reviewing 
your school’s AI policy, if it has one.

4 Create a Model for Your Context 5 

Academic integrity is an important part of the conversation about AI in the classroom. Explain that plagiarism is using ideas and 
words that are not your own, but claiming them as your own. Because AI is not a person, this makes previous definitions of plagiarism 
problematic, and there may be students who argue that use of AI-generated content is not plagiarism. Clearly define what is allowed 
and what is not allowed in your classroom. 
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What Is Included in This Zip Guide?
n The fundamentals for integrating AI tools into 

classroom teaching, students’ work, lesson planning, 
and outreach.

n Strategies for teachers of multilingual learners of 
English to create engaging content and activities 
using AI. 

n Evaluation points for how to talk about AI and 
integrate it into classrooms while being mindful of 
ethics and academic integrity issues.

n Tips and activities for English language educators 
as they work with AI and bring it into their language 
classrooms. 

AI Tools in Education
Various artificial intelligence (AI) tools can be used in education with 
multilingual learners of English. One well-known example is ChatGPT. Other 
tools, like Grammarly and Scite, can enhance and support educational tasks, 
and many others can be used for educational purposes.

 
 

AI Continuum for Class Use
Use this model (inspired by the AI Assessment Scale; Perkins, Furze, et al., 
2024) to share with students how AI can be used in your classroom. Modify 
the model for your students’ level and context.  

  Research and Select AI Tools 
 » Consider ease of use, relevance to your curriculum, and student needs.
 » Prioritize tools that align with your teaching objectives.

  Master Your Chosen AI Tools 
 » Thoroughly familiarize yourself with each tool’s features and capabilities.
 » Practice using the tools in various scenarios to build confidence.
 » Learn troubleshooting techniques for common issues.

  Determine Your AI Integration Approach 
 » Decide whether to use AI for in-class activities, teacher preparation  

and planning, or both.
  Start Small  

 » If using AI in class, begin with a single, well-planned assignment.
 » Conduct a trial run with a colleague or friend.

  Introduce AI Tools to Students 
 » Demonstrate the AI tool to your class.
 » Model the intended use and set clear expectations.
 » Provide hands-on practice time.

  Gather Student Feedback 
 » Ask students about their experience, challenges, and perceived benefits.
 » Use open-ended questions to gather detailed insights.

  Repeat and Improve 
 » Based on feedback and your observations, refine your approach.
 » Continuously assess and adjust until you find the right balance for  

both you and your students.

Action Plan

Final Tips for Success
n Think Innovatively: Explore unique applications of AI that 

weren’t possible before. Consider how it can enhance language 
learning in new ways.

n Be Patient With Yourself: Remember that AI integration is a 
learning process. Don’t expect perfection from the start.

n Stay Informed: Keep up with developments in AI for education 
to ensure you’re using the most effective tools and methods.

n Collaborate With Colleagues: Share experiences and ideas 
with other teachers to learn from each other.

n Evaluate Impact: Regularly assess how AI tools are affecting 
student learning outcomes and adjust your approach 
accordingly.

n Be Prepared: However you choose to use AI, be prepared 
to clearly explain your reasoning to students, parents, 
administrators, and colleagues.

         Prompt Practice
AI output is only as good as its input! “Prompt 
engineering” is the process of writing, refining, 
and optimizing the text you provide to AI to 
guide it to produce desired outputs. It is a 
crucial skill. While poor prompts can result in 
inaccurate and irrelevant responses, effective 
prompts help AI models respond more 
appropriately and accurately. Practicing prompt 
development and input—both for you and your 
multilingual learners of English—is an important 
first step in utilizing any generative AI. Don’t be 
afraid to practice and revise. 

How Does AI Work?
1  Data Input: AI tools are trained with vast amounts 

of data, including text, images, and videos.

2  Learning Algorithms or Programs: AI 
algorithms process these data to identify patterns, 
relationships, and insights.

3  Decision-Making: AI systems use these patterns 
to make informed decisions, generate responses, 
or provide recommendations.

Important Considerations Before You Get Started
n Personal Comfort: You’re not obligated to use AI if you’re uncomfortable  

with it.
n Student Use: If the use of AI is allowed by your school, you have the authority 

to decide whether and when students can use them on assignments.
n Ethics: Make sure you learn and understand the ethical implications of AI  

use for you and your students.
n Gradual Integration: Take your time to learn about AI and practice with it 

before classroom implementation.
n Instructor Importance: AI is not a replacement for teachers; human 

oversight is an integral part of using AI in education.

Concerns About Academic Integrity

n Plagiarism: AI use can result in plagiarism when generated 
content omits proper attribution or creates fake attribution.

n Cheating: Students may use AI to gain an unfair advantage on 
assessments or assignments, such as by substituting AI responses 
for their own work.

n Originality: Maintaining the authenticity of students’ work when AI 
is involved can be challenging.

  Activity
Provide each student with the terms plagiarism, cheating, originality, 
and academic integrity. Have them write their own definition of the 
words and then use AI to generate definitions. Have a whole class 
discussion about the differences in the definitions they came up with 
and create an academic integrity policy based on that discussion. 
Post the results in the room and on the syllabus so it is always visible.

Safeguarding Academic Integrity

Academic honesty is complex, but you can take steps 
to help your students understand it and prevent 
excessive reliance on AI.

DO THIS  
n Establish Clear Policies: Establish and communicate 

clear course policies regarding the use of AI tools, 
plagiarism, and cheating.

n Create Educational Awareness: Educate students 
about the ethical use of AI and the consequences of 
academic dishonesty. 

n Encourage Originality: Design assessments that 
require critical thinking and analysis, and personal 
experience/understanding.

n Provide Timely Feedback: Provide feedback on 
assignments and assessments promptly to ensure 
students have as much time as possible to complete 
their work (and hopefully prevent them from turning to 
AI at the last moment to help finish an assignment). 

n Facilitate Open Communication: Encourage students 
to ask questions and seek clarification on the use of AI 
tools in your course.

n Include Tasks for Student Reflections on AI Use: To 
focus on process, ask students to reflect on their AI use 
and what they have learned. 

  Activity
Provide student groups with several hypothetical scenarios 
involving the use of AI for assignments. Based on your 
classroom’s allowed usage of AI and on the academic 
integrity policy you’ve created as a class, have them 
discuss the ethical implications of each scenario and 
the appropriate actions to take. Here are some example 
scenarios:

n A student directly copies and pastes information from 
an AI-generated text without citation and submits it as 
part of an assignment.

n A student uses AI to generate small sections of a 
research paper.

n A student uses AI to paraphrase an existing text without 
adding any original thought.

n A student uses AI to check their grammar and spelling 
before submitting a paper.

n A student uses AI to find interesting synonyms for basic 
vocabulary terms in a story they’re writing.

Have groups make a table of acceptable and unacceptable 
AI uses in your classroom, and then share and discuss with 
the whole class to create easy-to-reference guidelines you 
can add to your academic integrity policy. 

Fair and Ethical Course Policies

To foster a culture of academic honesty and address concerns 
about AI misuse, there are several key actions you can take.

DO THIS  
n Convey Consequences: Clearly outline the consequences of 

academic dishonesty related to AI, such as failing the assignment 
or the course.

n Explain Reporting Mechanisms: Explain what will be used to 
identify and report unapproved AI use. (I.e., how will you determine 
inappropriate AI use?)

n Be Available: Make it known that you are available to discuss any 
concerns or questions students may have about AI usage.

AI can be used for anything in the assignment. 

AI can be used for anything in the assignment, but prompts and draft 
histories need to be submitted.

AI can be used for idea generation, organizing, outlining, drafting  
(main writing still done by the student), and editing, and final 
submission must include prompts and a revision history.

AI can be more generally used, but the student needs to detail  
exactly how it was used and include prompts in their submission.

AI can be used for specified activities (included in the assignment 
description) or a specific AI can be used for certain tasks.

AI can be minimally used (idea generation, simple editing) and only  
on approved platforms.

AI cannot be used for any part of the assignment.

Considering AI in the Assignment Process
Break down the assignment process into parts and decide 
which parts are suitable for students’ AI use. If you answer 
yes to any of the following questions, consider allowing 
students to use AI for that part.

Questions to Ask Yourself
For each part, would students typically be allowed to:
n talk to their friends, parents, or classmates?
n use a dictionary, thesaurus, and/or a word processing 

program?
n get help with their writing from a teacher, librarian, or a 

writing center?

  Activity
Pick an assignment and go through the steps, thinking about 
how and where AI could be used; modify the assignment 
steps/process accordingly. 

Increase Your AI Expertise1
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Focus on Specific Language Learning Needs

Prioritize Language Learning Process Over Product

Understand and Encourage Ethical Use

Create a Model for Your Context

AI in English  
Language Teaching: 
Effective Strategies
This Zip Guide introduces 
five key strategies when 
exploring and integrating AI 
into your English language 
teaching practice.

What Is Artificial Intelligence, Exactly?
AI is “technology that enables computers and machines 
to simulate human learning, comprehension, problem 
solving, decision making, creativity and autonomy.”

Generative AI “refers to deep learning models that can 
create complex original content—such as long-form text, 
high-quality images, realistic video or audio and more—
in response to a user’s prompt or request.”

AI has been utilized for decades, since the 1950s, in 
various capacities and across industries, such as in 
customer service, fraud detection, and marketing. 

(IBM, 2024)

Context
This guide is for anyone who wants to know 
more about using AI in their classroom, with their 
multilingual learners of English, and in their work.

Pick any AI tool.  
Ask it to tell you  
how it works. Tell  
it what you do and  
ask it how it can help you do 
your job. Ask questions about 
ideas that intrigue you. 

 SAVE 10% when you buy in packs of 25.
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Guides, visit www.tesol.org/zipguides
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AI in English Language Teaching 

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES

LEARN! 

Underscore Student Voice

A part of ethical use is making sure that students’ voices are not 
lost through the use of AI. Students should use AI in ways that 
enhance rather than replace their own voice, unless the specific 
goal is AI-generated content. 

DO THIS  
n Discuss Voice: Before introducing AI writing tools, discuss the 

concept of voice and its importance in students’ writing. 
n Demonstrate Style and Genre: Use AI to explore different writing 

styles (e.g., formal letters, academic essays, casual messages) and 
analyze how word choice, tone, and structure change across these 
styles.

n Analyze Writing: Use AI to change students’ writing (style and 
voice) and discuss how the language changed. 

TESOLZipGuide_AI_print.indd   1TESOLZipGuide_AI_print.indd   1 12/3/24   2:51 PM12/3/24   2:51 PM

New!

The 6 Principles Quick Guide for  
Second Language Acquisition
Helene Becker (Author);  
Deborah Short (Series Editor)
©2024     	 $13.95 (single)  
6 pp 	 $125.95 (10-pack)

The 6 Principles Quick Guide:  
Remote Teaching of K–12 English 
Learners
Andrea B. Hellman
©2020    	 $13.95 (single) 	  
6 pp 	 $313.95 (25-pack) 	  
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10% 
 
BEST SELLER!  
The 6 Principles Quick Guide
TESOL International Association
©2018 	 $27.95 (5-pack)   
4 pp	 $109.95 (25-pack)  
Buy a Pack to SAVE 20% 
 

BEST SELLER!  
The 6 Principles Quick Guide  
for Paraeducators
Elizabeth Amaral
©2019 	 $13.95 (single)  
6 pp 	 $62.95 (5-pack)  
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10% 
 	

© 2024 TESOL International Association. All rights reserved. Not for reproduction.

MORE 6 PRINCIPLES RESOURCES 

BOOKS

MORE QUICK GUIDES
The 6 Principles Quick Guides showcase easy-to-use, 
research-based practices for the exemplary teaching of 
English learners in a variety of settings. Written by English 
language teaching experts, these tips, checklists, and 
teaching techniques are handy tools to ensure your lessons 
incorporate current knowledge on language learning and 
pedagogy. Your students will experience success as they 
develop their English language skills.

SAVE 10% when you buy in packs of 10! Great for workshops and PLCs. 
For more information on The 6 Principles, visit www.the6principles.org.
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Second Language  
Acquisition 

WHAT ARE THE 6 PRINCIPLES?

What Does Successful Second Language  
Acquisition Look Like?
n Knowing a new language means being able to

> Communicate effectively in the new language.  
> Use both oral language and literacy skills to discuss a wide range of topics, express creative ideas,  

exchange information, and collaborate with others, which are critical 21st-century skills.
> Interact with others and with text through reading, writing, listening, and speaking. SLA is not merely 

learning grammar rules and lists of vocabulary in the new language.

n Learners generally start learning by becoming familiar with names for concrete objects and using common 
phrases. They move on to using full sentences, then paragraphs, and then longer texts and utterances.  

n Many factors affect the speed of acquiring a new language, and each person will experience the process 
differently. However, it is worth knowing that almost anyone can learn a second language!

Know your learners.

Create conditions for  
language learning.

Design high-quality lessons  
for language development.

Adapt lesson delivery as needed.

Monitor and assess student  
language development.

Engage and collaborate within  
a community of practice.
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TESOL International Association’s 
The 6 Principles for Exemplary 
Teaching of English Learners® are 
a core set of principles for the 
exemplary teaching and learning 
of English as a new language. They 
are universal guidelines drawn from 
decades of research in language 
pedagogy and language acquisition 
theory. The 6 Principles are targets 
for teaching excellence and should 
be the foundation for any program 
of English language instruction.

ADAPT LESSON DELIVERY 
AS NEEDED
No matter how thoroughly teachers plan 
lessons, they need to observe and reflect on 
the effectiveness of each lesson segment as 
it is happening. Are learners understanding 
the input? Do they look confused? Are some 
bored because the work is not challenging? 
If the lesson meets the learners’ interests 
and language needs, they are more likely 
to engage with the instruction and lesson 
activities, which will advance their second 
language skills.

DO THIS > >
n Use the 10-2 rule. 

> When presenting input, stop every 10 minutes 
to give learners 2 minutes to interact and 
practice the information in some way. 

> Learners can participate in Turn and Talk, 
Think-Pair-Share, or Sketch and Share activities 
while you monitor their comprehension to see 
if adjustments are needed. 

n Use group response techniques to check 
comprehension at various points in the 
lesson. 
> Learners can display thumbs-up/thumbs-down 

or write responses on mini–white boards and 
then hold them up for you to examine. 

> With technology, learners can use “clickers” 
or computer programs to answer questions 
to give you immediate feedback about their 
learning. 

n Activate and provide background knowledge. 
> Accommodate learners who grew up in a 

different culture or country; they may not  
have the context or experience to understand 
a lesson topic. 

> Ask students to do a Quick Write to see  
what they already know (or don’t know)  
about a topic.

n Provide differentiated materials to meet 
the needs of learners at different language 
proficiency levels.
> Some websites (e.g., www.newsinlevels.com) 

offer texts on the same topic but at different 
readability levels. 

> Differentiate note-taking outlines or sentence 
frames by filling in more words for learners at 
beginning levels and fewer or no words for 
learners at intermediate and advanced levels.

MONITOR AND ASSESS LEARNER  
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
It is important for learners and their teachers to determine if 
learners are making progress in acquiring English: Learners 
want to know if their efforts are paying off and teachers 
want to know if their lessons are effective. 

DO THIS > >
n Monitor and note learners’ errors. 

> This information can be recorded 
informally and used to design future 
lessons to advance language acquisition.

n Provide usable feedback to learners. 
> Let learners know whether the language 

they are producing is accurate and 
understandable to others. If not, make 
sure your feedback is appropriate for the 
student’s age and proficiency level. 

> Provide corrective feedback only on 
topics that have already been addressed 
in the classroom. Avoid too much 
correction, which may confuse learners or 
cause them to shut down.

ENGAGE AND COLLABORATE WITHIN 
A COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE
A community of practice is made up of people in a 
profession who engage with one another to improve 
outcomes. By collaborating, you can discuss, improve, 
adapt, and adopt the best ideas to promote SLA for your 
learners. 

DO THIS > >
n Participate in professional 

development activities related 
to multilingual learners and join 
professional organizations. 
> Professional organizations, such as 

TESOL International Association, offer 
opportunities to stay abreast of new 
research and developments related to 
SLA.

n Share effective SLA strategies 
with staff members at grade-level, 
departmental, curriculum, or faculty 
meetings. 
> Suggest that staff members try a new 

strategy and then share successes 
and insights at the next meeting. 
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PRINCIPLE

4IN ACTION

PRINCIPLE

5IN ACTION

n If your learners take annual language 
assessments, find out their scores and 
determine their progress from one test 
to the next. 
> Interpreting the scores can help you 

to analyze your learners’ strengths and 
areas for improvement. 

> Use this information to plan instruction to 
address the learners’ needs.

> Help other staff who teach your 
learners to interpret the scores and set 
expectations for student performance in 
their classes.

n Collaborate with other staff at your  
school who work with multilingual 
learners of English. 
> English language teachers can share 

information about their learners, and 
teachers of school subjects can share 
information about the academic content 
that learners need to know.

> Teachers can help each other design 
lessons that integrate language and 
content learning. When teachers share 
ideas and teaching strategies, they foster 
learner achievement (Leana, 2011).

n Form a book study group. 
> Read and discuss a book from The 6 

Principles for Exemplary Teaching of 
English Learners series, or another book 
that provides insight into the SLA process. 

PRINCIPLE

6IN ACTION
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SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION FAQs

Which is more important—accuracy or fluency?
The answer is both. As long as a spoken message is understood by the listener, 
fluency may be more important so a conversation or presentation flows. In writing, accuracy is important 
because the reader may not be able to ask clarifying questions of the writer if needed. Also, writing is 
a more precise skill, whereas speaking often involves hesitations, repetitions, informal language, and 
gestures that can convey meaning.  

What is grammar and what is its role in language acquisition?
Grammar is the system of rules we use to structure our speech and writing. Learning grammar includes 
knowledge and correct usage of letters, sounds, word parts, word choice, word order, spelling, and 
punctuation. Many rules are internalized naturally as we learn our home language, but we often need 
some explicit instruction in grammar rules when we learn a new language. 

How long does it take to acquire a new language?
Acquiring a new language is a long-term undertaking requiring years of practice and often instruction. 
For most, it takes more than 4 years of deliberate practice to gain enough proficiency to be on par with 
peers in an academic setting, but many factors can affect the timeline—including age and prior education 
of the learner, plus the quality of the instruction. However, if the goal is to learn social language for travel 
and friendly conversation, language acquisition will take less time.

Is it better to be younger or older when acquiring a new language?
There are advantages to each situation. Younger learners have more years to acquire the language 
and may speak it without a foreign accent (although a foreign accent does not indicate a lack of 
communication skills and proficiency in the new language). Younger learners tend to have less anxiety 
experimenting with the language and making errors. If they grow up in a new culture, they can develop 
intercultural awareness, which may be helpful for future employment. However, older learners can 
potentially make faster progress due to higher levels of cognitive maturity and the ability to learn through 
explicit instruction.  

Does robust proficiency in the home language help with SLA?
Yes! A strong home language can support greater success in learning the second language. Learners 
should be encouraged to use their home language with family and friends to promote rich conversations 
and develop a larger vocabulary. These skills carry over to the new language.

PRINCIPLES
FOR EXEMPLARY TEACHING  
OF ENGLISH LEARNERSTM

THE

WHO SHOULD USE THE 6 PRINCIPLES?
The 6 Principles are for you, a teacher in any classroom 
where students are learning English as a new language 
or learning content through that new language. They are 
applicable across different educational contexts, such as 
classrooms with children or adults, dual language learners, 
emerging bilinguals, and multilingual students.

WHAT ARE THE 6 PRINCIPLES?
The 6 Principles are a core set of principles for the exemplary teaching and learning 
of English as a new language. They are universal guidelines drawn from decades of 
research in language pedagogy and language acquisition theory. The 6 Principles  
are targets for teaching excellence and should undergird any program of English 
language instruction:

1. Know your learners.
2. Create conditions for language learning.
3. Design high-quality lessons for language development. 
4. Adapt lesson delivery as needed.
5. Monitor and assess student language development.
6. Engage and collaborate within a community of practice.

You must implement the 6 Principles as a whole. You cannot just know your learners, 
for example, and then not act on that knowledge when you plan instruction. 
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WHY DO WE NEED THE 6 PRINCIPLES?
n TESOL’s mission is to advance the quality of English 

language teaching around the world. As the number 
of English learners soars, a common understanding of 
second language learning and effective instructional and 
assessment design is needed.

n In some settings, teachers need more preparation 
to effectively educate English learners. When TESOL 
professionals fully implement the 6 Principles, their students 
participate in high-quality lessons for language development 
and experience educational success.

n The 6 Principles provide teachers with the knowledge 
to make informed decisions to improve instruction and 
assessment, so curricula and courses for English learners are 
rigorous, relevant, and designed and delivered with second 
language acquisition in mind.

n The 6 Principles will help educators 

• respect, affirm, and promote students’ home languages 
and cultural knowledge and experiences as resources;

• celebrate multilingualism and diversity;

• support policies that promote individual language rights 
and multicultural education;

• guide students to be global citizens.
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Remote Teaching of 
K–12 English Learners 

This Quick Guide is a planning tool and practical framework for action based on The 6 Principles; it is 
for English learner specialists, English language development teachers, classroom teachers of English 
learners, school staff, and school leaders who are planning and implementing remote instruction for 
their students. Teams of educators can use this Quick Guide to develop unified remote teaching plans 
that can ensure English learners’ access to a meaningful education. 
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REMOTE TEACHING for English learners is…

PUTTING THE 6 PRINCIPLES  INTO ACTION

WHAT ARE THE  
6 PRINCIPLES?
TESOL International 
Association’s The 6 
Principles® for the Exemplary 
Teaching of English Learners 
are a core set of principles 
for the exemplary teaching 
and learning of English as 
a new language. They are 
universal guidelines drawn 
from decades of research 
in language pedagogy and 
language acquisition theory.

The 6 Principles are targets 
for teaching excellence and 
should be the foundation 
for any program of English 
language instruction:

Know your learners.

Create conditions for 
language learning.

Design high-quality 
lessons for language 
development.

Adapt lesson  
delivery as needed.

Monitor and assess 
student language 
development.

Engage and  
collaborate within  
a community of  
practice.
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Although remote teaching of English learners is fairly new to K–12 educators,  
The 6 Principles offer relevant guidelines for this mode of instruction. Even at 
a distance, we can design and deliver lessons that engage our students and 
promote their educational success. 

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT:  
SOCIAL LANGUAGE AND ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
At school, English learners must learn how to communicate socially and to become 
academically proficient in English. Although they can talk socially with peers in the 
lunchroom and use everyday English, it does not mean they are ready to tackle academic 
English on their own. Beginning and intermediate level English learners are not yet 
proficient enough to handle the standards-based curriculum. They often lack the academic 
vocabulary and background knowledge needed to develop the content knowledge in 
English. By recognizing these two types of proficiencies, you can focus on strengthening 
your English learners’ academic English so they will succeed in future schooling.

SOCIAL LANGUAGE ACADEMIC LANGUAGE

Language on the playground, 
school bus, hallway, or over 
on the phone. 

Language used in classrooms to read, write, speak 
about, and listen to content-area topics. It requires a 
broad knowledge of vocabulary, sentence structures, 
language functions, and genres.

Requires mainly listening and 
speaking skills.

Requires listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
skills that are used to compare, classify, cite evidence, 
synthesize, evaluate, and infer.

Vocabulary is limited (a few 
thousand words).

Vocabulary is robust, as found in textbooks, 
informational texts, literature, instructional videos, 
academic presentations, and lectures.

For beginners, it takes one 
to three years to reach the 
social language level of peers.

For beginners, it takes at least 5 years to reach the 
academic language level of elementary school peers and 
longer for the level of secondary students.

ACADEMIC ENGLISH is more demanding 
and complex than social English. You 
can facilitate academic language 
development in various ways. One way 
is to make students aware of “cognates” 
which are words that are similar across 
languages, such as difficult (English), 
difícil (Spanish), and difficile (French).
Explicitly teaching students academic 
vocabulary for different academic 
content areas as well as for art, music 
and P.E., is another way. Doing so will help 
students develop the content knowledge 
to succeed in their classes.   

Following are some examples of vocabulary 
to teach:
n Math: Teach all the terms for each 

operation. For example, for subtraction, 
teach subtract, take away, less than, and 
decreased by. In algebra, help students 
with words with multiple meanings, like 
table, slope, variable, and function.

n Science: Teach the terms that logically 
connect processes or experiments, like 
next, after that, therefore, over time, 
and as a result.

n Social studies: Teach the words and 
also the background knowledge that 

English learners will need. For example, 
when you mention the Louisiana 
Purchase, you may have to explain the 
history behind the French and Spanish 
controlling territory in the United 
States.

n English language arts: Teach English 
learners the vocabulary needed for 
their classroom lessons and encourage 
them to find or draw pictures to 
remember the words.  For example, 
when learning about expository writing, 
teach the students about plot, setting, 
characters and conflict.

LEVELS OF ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
Experts have divided language 
development into levels and have 
described what language use typically 
looks like or sounds like at every level 
for each of the four language skills 
(listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing).  In the United States, most 
states identify five levels of English 
proficiency with a sixth level that 
represents grade-level language.

Learning a new language varies from 
one learner to another.  The goal is 
to reach grade-level proficiency at 
the end of about six years.  However, 
for students who are acquiring the 
language at the same time as they are 
learning grade-level content in English, 
this is a very ambitious goal. Factors 
such as native language proficiency, 
amount of formal schooling in the 
student’s primary language and age, all 
impact the amount of time necessary 
for the student to reach grade- level 
proficiency. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
ELIZABETH AMARAL has been an 
educator for over 20 years.  As a teacher, 
instructional coach, and testing coordinator 
in the TESOL field, she is a lover of 
languages and cultures.   She is passionate 
about active learning and determined to see 
all students treated with equity.
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See more 6 Principles 
resources at 
www.the6principles.org

SAVE 20% when  
you buy in packs of 5! 

WHAT ARE THE 6 PRINCIPLES?

The 6 Principles are a core set of 
principles for the exemplary 
teaching and learning of English 
as a new language. They are 
universal guidelines drawn 
from decades of research 
in language pedagogy and 
language acquisition theory. 
The 6 Principles are targets 
for teaching excellence and 
should be the foundation 
for any program of English 
language instruction. As a 
paraeducator, you should use 
these guidelines when working with 
English learners so that all students 
can participate meaningfully and equally in 
educational programs:

1.  Know your learners.
2. Create conditions for language learning.
3. Design high-quality lessons for language development.
4. Adapt lesson delivery as needed.
5. Monitor and assess student language development.
6. Engage and collaborate within a community of practice.

In most K–12 educational settings, English learners spend only part of 
their day with their English language teacher, but spend many hours with 
grade-level teachers (at the elementary level) or content teachers (at 
the secondary level). If you are a paraeducator, you may be entrusted 
to support learners in their grade-level and content-area classes or 
provide additional support in small-group settings. Being in direct contact 
with the learners, you may take on a variety of roles, such as teacher, 
translator/interpreter, counselor, and advocate for the students. 

As a vital part of the community of educators that assumes 
responsibility for the education of English learners, your effectiveness 
can be enhanced by professional development. This guide is designed 
as a quick professional development tool so that you, in your critical 
role supporting English learners, can be informed of the latest 
thinking in the field of English teaching.

PARAEDUCATORS
THE

THE ROLE OF PARAEDUCATORS IN THE 
EDUCATION OF ENGLISH LEARNERS

WHY ARE THE 6 PRINCIPLES  
USEFUL FOR PARAEDUCATORS?

The 6 Principles were originally designed for 
teachers, but their value for paraeducators is clear. 
Paraeducators who work with English learners 
will be more effective if they are well versed in the 
best practices in the TESOL field. When you know 
your students and what conditions help them 
learn a new language, you can aid in the delivery 
and support of high-quality lessons for language 
and content development and adapt instruction 
as needed. You can also assist in monitoring and 
assessing students’ language development and 
academic achievement. Working with colleagues, 
you can create a welcoming and responsive 
school for your students and their families.. 

PRINCIPLES QUICK GUIDE FOR
ESSENTIAL CONDITIONS that 
must be present for second 
language learning to occur: 

n	 Motivation
n Feeling welcomed and safe  

(and other positive emotions)
n Comprehensible input
n Deliberate language practice
n Appropriate feedback
n Brain capacity to learn language

BENEFICIAL CONDITIONS that contribute to English language 
learning and work to the advantage of the learner:

n Home language similar to English
n Home language literacy skills
n Avid reading
n Prior foreign language learning
n Cultural knowledge 
n Ability to read social situations
n Courage, risk-taking, and a positive 

outlook

n Regular access to competent  
speakers of English

n Having reasons and frequent 
opportunities to use English

n Feeling included and integrated in  
an English-speaking learning 
community

n High-quality instruction

MAXIMIZING LEARNING CONDITIONS
By knowing the conditions necessary for students to be successful, you can help support students in several ways, such as 
being welcoming, providing meaningful language practice and feedback, and encouraging learners to stay motivated.

                MODIFY  
               ORAL LANGUAGE

               PROVIDE  
               MATERIAL SUPPORTS

                PROVIDE  
                SOCIAL SUPPORTS

n Use gestures and facial expressions
n Demonstrate or act out
n Simplify speech, using shorter sentences 

with simple grammar 
n Speak slowly but with natural pauses
n Emphasize key words, writing them down 

for students to see
n Rely on high-frequency and known 

vocabulary
n Eliminate idioms and slang
n Translate or interpret into home language
n Model use of language frames to help 

students articulate ideas

n Encourage students to maintain a 
personal dictionary

n Use visual aids:

n Highlight or bold important text
n Create sentence frames 
n Encourage use of bilingual and/or 

picture dictionaries
n Use alternative or modified texts
n Use graphic organizers

n Plan partner and small-group 
activities

n Set up study buddies
n Set up study groups
n Arrange home language partners
n Assign roles for cooperative  

group work
n Design interactive, structured 

conversations (e.g., Think Pair Share, 
information gap activities)

n Teach students the steps for  
common classroom activities

WAYS TO INCREASE STUDENT UNDERSTANDING
Comprehensible input is a communication practice such that a message can be understood by learners, usually with supports, 
even if they do not understand every word. Whether oral or written, comprehensible input helps English learners process 
information and construct meaning. Here are some ways that you can provide supports needed to increase comprehension.

• maps
• charts/graphs 
• graphic organizers

• drawings/photos
• physical objects
• video clips

          What you can do
Reach out to your school’s English language teachers or district 
office to determine which students are English learners.

Inquire about your students’ English language proficiency 
levels. Conditions for language acquisition vary for language 
learners, and students do not pass through proficiency levels 
in the same way. How you would interact with a beginning 
level student is different from how you would interact with an 
advanced one.

Consult with the English language teacher to get descriptions 
of language development at each level to help you identify 
individual learners’ needs and find appropriate supports to help 
all students succeed.
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GRADES K-12 

What Is Second Language Acquisition and Why Is It 
Important for English Language Teaching?
Second language acquisition (SLA) is the process of acquiring a new language 
after you have learned your first language. SLA theory has developed over 
decades of research and applies to learning a second, third, or fourth language. 

This Quick Guide offers an overview of fundamental elements in the SLA 
process and tips for using this knowledge to make appropriate instructional 
decisions as you implement The 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English 
Learners® in class. There is a unique overlap between SLA and teaching 
English as an additional language. Exemplary English language teaching is 
undergirded by The 6 Principles, and The 6 Principles are rooted in SLA theory. 

Developing a greater 
understanding and 
appreciation of people  
and customs that may  
differ from one’s own 

Improving listening skills  
and memory

Expanding problem-
solving skills and creativity

Gaining marketable  
language skills in our  
global society

SECOND LANGUAGE 
ACQUISITION BENEFITS

A NOTE ABOUT 
TERMINOLOGY:

In this Quick Guide, we  
refer to students learning  

another language as  
multilingual learners of  

English or simply learners. 

The 6 Principles 
“represent an assets-

based approach, 
in which the home 

languages and cultures 
of multilingual learners 

of English are viewed 
as resources to draw  

on and make a  
valuable part of the 

classroom for the 
benefit of all students.”  

(TESOL International  
Association, 2024)

When learners see that they are making progress, they  
are motivated to persevere in the learning process.
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Classroom Practice

BEST SELLER! Social-Emotional 
Learning in the English 
Language Classroom:  
Fostering Growth, Self-Care,  
and Independence
Luis Javier Pentón Herrera and Gilda 
Martínez-Alba 

This book serves as a practical, concise, and 
easy-to-follow reference that K–12 and adult education English language 
teachers and English language teacher educators can use in their classrooms. 
This important book equips teachers with the necessary knowledge and skills 
to be confident in implementing social-emotional learning in their spaces to 
support and benefit their students.

©2021 | 126 pp | $39.95 (Print) | $28.99 (EPUB)

Using Home Language as a 
Resource in the Classroom: A 
Guide for Teachers of English 
Learners
Kate Paterson

This helpful guide provides English language 
educators with specific instructional practices 
to promote greater inclusion and educational 

equity for their students. Key topics include why home language is essential 
to student success, incorporating home language into instruction, planning 
plurilingual lessons, and inclusive classrooms.

©2021 | 112 pp | $35.95 (Print) | $26.99 (EPUB) 

Classroom Interaction for Language Teachers
Steve Walsh (Author); Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2015 | 38 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Content-Based Instruction
Margo DelliCarpini and Orlando B. Alonso (Authors);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2013 | 50 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Engaging Online Language Learners: A Practical Guide
Faridah Pawan, Sharon Daley, Xiaojing Kou, and Curtis J. Bonk
©2010 | 106 pp | $29.95 (Print) | $22.99 (EPUB)

Integrating Language and Content
Jon Nordmeyer and Susan Barduhn (Editors); Maria  
Dantas-Whitney, Sarah Rilling, and Lilia Savova  (Series Editors)
©2010 | 274 pp | $37.99 (EPUB) 

Language Games: Innovative Activities for Teaching English
Maureen Snow Andrade (Editor)
©2009 | 283 pp | $50.95 (Print)  

Managing the Language Classroom
Phil Quirke (Author); Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2015 | 46 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Motivation in the Language Classroom
Willy A. Renandya (Author); Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2015 | 44 pp | $15.99 (EPUB)

Multilevel and Diverse Classrooms
Bradley Baurain and Phan Le Ha (Editors); Maria Dantas-Whitney, 
Sarah Rilling, and Lilia Savova (Series Editors)
©2010 | 206 pp | $46.95 (Print) 

Project-Based Learning
Erin Laverick (Author); Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2019 | 56 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Task-Based Language Teaching
Farahnaz Faez and Parvaneh Tavakoli (Authors); Thomas S. C. 
Farrell (Series Editor)
©2019 | 56 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Using Corpora for Language Learning and Teaching
Dilin Liu and Lei Lei
©2017 | 140 pp | $39.95 (Print)

New Ways of Classroom Assessment,  
Revised
James Dean Brown (Editor)
©2013 | 396 pp | $60.95 (Print) 

New Ways in Teaching with Games
Ulugbek Nurmukhamedov and Randall  
Sadler (Editors)
©2017 | 254 pp | $51.95 (Print) 

New Ways in Teaching with Humor
John Rucynski, Jr. (Editor)
©2016 | 342 pp | $53.95 (Print)   

New Ways in Teaching with Music
Jean L. Arnold and Emily Herrick (Editors)
©2017 | 264 pp | $51.95 (Print)   

AI
William Newman

These 100 activities focus on 
leveraging the power of generative 
artificial intelligence and 
introducing students to a variety of 
AI tools in the language classroom.

©2025 | $29.95

Assessment
Daniela Dascalita Ortiz

These 100 activities focus on 
formative assessment aimed to 
identify how well students have 
mastered a concept.

©2025 | $29.95

New!

Use assessment as a tool to help your students take responsibility for their past and future learning. 

In the first edition of this book, Dr. Liying Cheng provided an easy-to-follow guide to understanding language classroom assessment, from giving an overview of different forms of assessment to outlining assessment methods and procedures. The second edition of Language Classroom Assessment further explores language assessment, expanding on how to answer the key question: “Have my students learned?” This edition has also been updated with the newest changes in language assessment research and highlights the interaction of teaching, learning, and assessment.This essential guide provides English language teachers with the knowledge to reflect 
on their own assessment practices. Dr. Cheng helps you understand and reflect on essential topics, such as:
 • The difference between testing and assessment • The four major aspects of language classroom assessment • Which assessment tools can support student learning  • The purposes, methods, and procedures for effective assessment • How to use assessment to motivate student learningDemystify the process of assessing language. Whether you are a new or seasoned 

teacher, Language Classroom Assessment, Second Edition is an essential resource for 
anyone who wants to improve their assessment practices.

About the English Language Teacher Development SeriesAs the English language teaching field continually reinvents itself, the pressure is intense for 
language teachers to update their knowledge. The English Language Teacher Development 
series is a set of short resource books written in an accessible manner for all types of teachers 
of English. The series offers a theory-to-practice approach, a variety of practical methods, and time for reflections that allow teachers to interact with the materials presented. 

bookstore.tesol.org

About the Author
Liying Cheng, PhD, is professor and director of the Assessment and Evaluation Group at the Faculty of Education, Queen’s University, in Ontario, Canada. Dr. Cheng focuses her research on using assessment to support student and teacher learning, particularly with regard to linguistically and culturally diverse people around the world.

English  
Language 
Teacher
Development
Series

LIYING CHENG

Second 
Edition

Thomas S. C. Farrell, Series Editor

Language
Classroom
Assessment

Effective teaching begins with effective lesson 
planning.  

Copy In the first edition of this book, Dr. Ashcraft transformed the complex, often 

abstract process of lesson planning into an accessible and concrete practice for 

English language teachers in any context. The second edition of Lesson Planning 

includes updated research and references, expanded sections on technology, and new 

reflection questions to improve your teaching—and it adds three new chapters and two 

new appendixes to guide you through all stages of planning.  In Lesson Planning, Second Edition, you’ll find: • Discussion of the many approaches to lesson planning  • Both theoretical and practical issues • Sample lesson plans, templates, and examples • New chapters on collaboration, online instruction, and reflection
There are countless approaches to planning a lesson, and myriad factors to consider: 

lesson objectives, types and length of activities, materials needed, student grouping…

the list goes on. This essential guide will equip you with the knowledge and 

confidence you need to create effective, connected lesson plans for your multilingual 

learners of English. 

About the English Language Teacher Development Series
As the English language teaching field continually reinvents itself, the pressure is intense for 

language teachers to update their knowledge. The English Language Teacher Development 

Series is a set of short resource books written in an accessible manner for all types of 

teachers of English. The series offers a theory-to-practice approach, a variety of practical 

methods, and time for reflections that allow teachers to interact with the materials presented. 

bookstore.tesol.org

About the Author
Nikki Ashcraft, PhD, has taught English and trained teachers in the 
United States, Mexico, Chile, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, and 
Pakistan. She is currently an associate teaching professor in the online 
TESOL program at the University of Missouri, USA, where she enjoys 
interacting with teachers around the world.

English  
Language Teacher
DevelopmentSeries

NIKKI ASHCRAFT

Second 
Edition

Thomas S. C. Farrell, Series Editor

Lesson
Planning
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English  
Language 
Teacher
Development
Series

GEORGE M. JACOBS 

and HARUMI KIMURA

Cooperative 
Learning 
and Teaching

Second 
Edition

Thomas S. C. Farrell, Series Editor

Guide your students into becoming independent 

thinkers and learners by teaching them how to 

work—and succeed—together. 

In the first edition of this book, Jacobs and Kimura provided a practical guide to 

cooperative learning in the English language classroom to help educators maximize 

the advantages of group activities. The second edition of Cooperative Learning and 

Teaching further explores the principles and techniques of cooperative learning and 

teaching. This edition adds four new chapters, shares new research, and suggests 

strategies for helping multilingual learners of English develop the cooperative skills 

needed to succeed in school and in life.

This essential guide will equip English language teachers with the knowledge to create 

fully functioning, effective, collaborative student groups that promote learning and 

motivate students to become lifelong learners. This book discusses:

 • Principles for cooperative teaching and learning

 • Classroom activities and techniques to use with your students today

 • Guidance for groupwork in virtual classrooms

Maximize the quality and quantity of peer interactions and transform your classroom into a 

dynamic, collaborative space for student learning. 

About the English Language Teacher Development Series

As the English language teaching field continually reinvents itself, the pressure is intense for 

language teachers to update their knowledge. The English Language Teacher Development 

Series is a set of short resource books written in an accessible manner for all types of 

teachers of English. The series offers a theory-to-practice approach, a variety of practical 

methods, and time for reflections that allow teachers to interact with the materials presented.  

bookstore.tesol.org

George Jacobs teaches in 

Singapore (where he has lived 

since 1993) and by distance 

in other countries, including 

Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, 

the Philippines, and Thailand. His 

academic interests include student-centric 

pedagogies and bringing global issues into the 

language classroom.

Harumi Kimura is a 

professor at Miyagi Gakuin 

Women’s University 

in Sendai, Japan. Her 

doctoral research focused 

on second language (L2) 

listening anxiety, and her academic 

interests include L2 learner psychology 

and cooperative learning. 

About the Authors
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No-Prep Activity Cards for  
English Language Teaching

New!

BEST SELLER!  
Literacy 

Annita Stell

These 100 activities focus on the 
four predominant literacy skills—
reading, writing, grammar, and 
vocabulary.

©2024 | $29.95

BEST SELLER!  
Oracy

Alycia Owen

These 100 activities focus on the 
four predominant oracy skills: 
speaking, listening, vocabulary,  
and pronunciation. 

©2024 | $29.95

Classroom Research for Language Teachers, Second Edition
Tim Stewart (Author); Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2023 | 58 pp | $22.95 (Print) | $17.99 (EPUB)

Cooperative Learning and Teaching, Second Edition
George M. Jacobs and Harumi Kimura (Authors);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2023 | 72 pp | $22.95 (Print) | $17.99 (EPUB)

Language Classroom Assessment, Second Edition
Liying Cheng (Author); Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2024 | 58 pp | $22.95 (Print) | $17.99 (EPUB)

Lesson Planning, Second Edition
Nikki Ashcraft (Author); Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2024 | 64 pp | $22.95 (Print) | $17.99 (EPUB)

Assessment With Heart: Learning From Students’ Stories

Throughout my 20 years of teaching different languages, I have adapted my assessment strategies to suit 
my students’ needs based on the context of each class. When teaching a foreign language, assessments 
focused on everyday communication skills, such as ordering at a restaurant and making polite requests. 
In my Community ESL classes, assessments were mainly informal and designed to help students 
identify their strengths and areas of improvement, especially because many worked long hours and 
had little time for homework. In contrast, teaching in an Intensive English Program means students are 
expected to develop academic language skills. 

I personally love using formative assessments because they pinpoint areas where students still struggle 
and concepts I need to teach better in a low-stakes way. These assessments can reduce the stress often 
associated with traditional testing, foster a positive learning experience, and help me connect with my 

students on a deeper level and learn from their stories. When we engage in a project, students 
can unleash their creativity, transforming assessment into a celebration of 
their growth. Writing the no-prep activity cards for assessment 
gave me the opportunity to try to capture the essence of some 
of these projects that I have worked on with my students. 

Daniela Dascalita Ortiz (pictured right) 
Author of No-Prep Activity Cards for English Language Teaching: Assessment; 
Michigan, USA
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Focus on Skills

New Ways in Teaching 
Grammar, Second Edition
Connie Rylance and Andrea Kevech (Editors)

Access the latest collection of grammar-based 
activities that will motivate students to use and 
master grammatical forms. New contributions 
cover a wide range of activities and teaching 
techniques and provide opportunities for 
creative task- and project-based learning.

©2018 | 246 pp | $51.95 (Print)

 
Beyond Repeat After Me: 

Teaching Pronunciation to 
English Learners
Marla Tritch Yoshida

Guide your students toward more effective 
communication skills. This book presents 
practical, imaginative ways to teach and 
practice pronunciation. It includes video 
tutorials, sound clips, and many more online 
resources.

©2016 | 194 pp | $52.95 (Print) | $39.99 (EPUB)

Listening in the Classroom: 
Teaching Students How to Listen
Marnie Reed and Tamara Jones (Editors)

Teaching listening means more than just giving 
students listening activities and checking for 
understanding—it means teaching them how 
to listen. This book takes promising research 
findings and theory and turns them into practical 
teaching ideas.

©2022 | 216 pp | $48.95 (Print) | $36.99 (EPUB)

Input-Based Incremental Vocabulary 
Instruction
Joe Barcroft
©2013 | 134 pp | $52.95 (Print) 

New Ways in Teaching Writing, Revised
Denise C. Mussman (Editor)
©2014 | 330 pp | $54.95 (Print)

New Ways in Teaching Connected Speech
James Dean Brown (Editor)
©2013 | 374 pp | $60.95 (Print) 

New Ways in Teaching Reading, Revised
Richard R. Day (Editor)
©2012 | 366 pp | $54.95 (Print) 

 New Ways in Teaching Speaking, 
Second Edition
Julie Vorholt (Editor)
©2019 | 284 pp 
$52.95 (Print) | $39.99 (EPUB)

New Ways in Teaching Vocabulary, Revised
Averil Coxhead (Editor)
©2014 | 286 pp | $52.95 (Print) 

 New Ways in Teaching with Creative 
Writing
Patrick T. Randolph and Joseph I. Ruppert 
(Editors)
©2020 | 274 pp | $51.95 (Print) 

 Pragmatics: Teaching Natural 
Conversation
Noël R. Houck and Donna H. Tatsuki (Editors); 
Maria Dantas-Whitney, Sarah Rilling, and Lilia 
Savova (Series Editors)
©2011 | 236 pp | $47.95 (Print) 

 Pragmatics: Teaching Speech Acts
Donna H. Tatsuki and Noël R. Houck (Editors); 
Maria Dantas-Whitney, Sarah Rilling, and Lilia 
Savova (Series Editors)
©2010 | 252 pp | $50.95 (Print) 

Pronunciation in the Classroom: The 
Overlooked Essential
Tamara Jones (Editor)
©2015 | 192 pp | $50.95 (Print)

Teaching Grammar, Revised Edition
William J. Crawford (Author);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2020 | 58 pp   
$20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Teaching Listening, Revised Edition
Ekaterina Nemtchinova (Author);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2020 | 70 pp 
$20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB) 

Teaching Pronunciation, Revised Edition
John Murphy (Author); Thomas S. C. Farrell 
(Series Editor)
©2020 | 62 pp 
$20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Teaching Reading, Revised Edition
Richard R. Day (Author);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2020 | 90 pp 
$20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Teaching Speaking, Revised Edition
Tasha Bleistein, Marilyn Lewis, and  
Melissa K. Smith (Authors);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2020 | 76 pp 
$20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Teaching Vocabulary, Revised Edition
Michael Lessard-Clouston (Author);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2021 | 80 pp 
$20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Teaching Writing, Revised Edition
Jennifer A. Mott-Smith, Zuzana Tomaš, and  
Ilka Kostka (Authors); Thomas S. C. Farrell 
(Series Editor)
©2020 | 80 pp 
$20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

TESOL Zip Guide: Reading Strategies for 
Multilingual Learners of English
TESOL International Association
©2024 | 6 pp 
$13.95 (single) | $313.95 (25-pack)

Understanding the Reading Needs  
of English Language Learners
Jeff Popko
©2015 | 84 pp | $38.95 (Print) 



TESOL International Association12 TESOL International Association 13

Technology and Online Teaching

TESOL Zip Guide: AI in English  
Language Teaching
Christina Kitson
©2025 | 6 pp   
$13.95 (single)  | $313.95 (25-pack)   
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10%

The 6 Principles Quick Guide:  
Remote Teaching of K–12 English Learners
Andrea B. Hellman
©2020  | 6 pp   
$13.95 (single) | $313.95 (25-pack)   
Buy a Pack to SAVE 10% 

ELT Toolkit: EdTech for 
English Teaching Excellence
Available for Members and 
Nonmembers

Stay ahead of the curve with this 
searchable online database of 100+ 
curated edtech resources. With a focus 
on ELT professional development, this 
toolkit equips educators with practical 
solutions to integrate technology 
effectively in their practice.

Members: $48/6 months or $72/year

Nonmembers: $60/6 months or $96/year 

Engaging Online Language Learners: A Practical Guide
Faridah Pawan, Sharon Daley, Xiaojing Kou, and Curtis J. Bonk

This practical guide provides a number of strategies and ready-to-use activities to help 
English language educators engage and motivate their students for improved learner 
outcomes. It also covers trends in online learning, engagement and motivation principles and 
competencies, and ways administrators can support teachers’ professional development. 

©2022 | 106 pp | $29.95 (Print) | $22.99 (EPUB)

AI
William Newman

These 100 activities focus on leveraging the power of generative AI and introducing  
students to a variety of AI tools in the language classroom.

©2025 | $29.95

Subscribe

Primary and Secondary Education

Assessing English  
Learners in U.S. Schools
Timothy L. Farnsworth and Margaret 
E. Malone

Why assess? And what will I do with the 
results? This book examines  

classroom assessment (not standardized assessment) through the 
lenses of three ESL teachers from across the United States.

©2014 | 116 pp | $57.95 (Print)   

Wordless Books: So Much to Say!
Gilda Martínez-Alba and Judith Cruzado-Guerrero (Editors)
Enable your students to be successful regardless of their 
literacy levels. Wordless books help to develop oral language, 
listening, vocabulary, and so much more!
©2016 | 138 pp | $39.95 (Print)

Teaching English to Young Learners
Helen Emery and Sarah Rich (Authors);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2015 | 46 pp | $15.99 (EPUB)

The 6 Principles for 
Exemplary Teaching of 
English Learners:  
Young Learners in a 
Multilingual World
Joan Kang Shin, Vera Savić, and 
Tomohisa Machida (Authors);  
Andrea B. Hellman (Editor)

The 6 Principles and their recommended practices are targets of 
teaching excellence that provide teachers with the knowledge to 
improve instruction and assessment. This book shows educators  
how to apply these principles to teaching young English learners  
(2- to 12-year-olds) in a foreign language (EFL) setting.

©2021 | 136 pp | $34.95 (Print) | $25.99 (EPUB)  

Teaching Digital Literacies 
Joel Bloch and Mark J. Wilkinson (Authors); 
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2015 | 46 pp | $15.99 (EPUB)

Using Corpora for Language Learning  
and Teaching
Dilin Liu and Lei Lei
©2017 | 140 pp | $39.95 (Print)

Online and Hybrid Classroom Education
Greg Kessler (Editor); Tim Stewart (Series Editor)
©2018 | 114 pp | $25.99 (EPUB)

Transforming Practices for  
the Elementary School Classroom
Judy Sharkey (Editor);  
Holly Hansen-Thomas (Series Editor)
©2018 | 176 pp | $50.95 (Print) 

 Transforming Practices for 
the Middle School Classroom
Kristen Lindahl and  
Holly Hansen-Thomas (Editors);  
Holly Hansen-Thomas (Series Editor)
©2018 | 170 pp | $50.95 (Print)  

Transforming Practices for 
 the High School Classroom
Mary Amanda Stewart and  
Holly Hansen-Thomas (Editors);  
Holly Hansen-Thomas (Series Editor)
©2019 | 184 pp | $50.95 (Print)

New!
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Adult Education and Higher Education

BEST SELLER! Fostering International Student Success in 
Higher Education, Second Edition
Copublished with NAFSA  
Shawna Shapiro, Raichle Farrelly, and Zuzana Tomaš

The increase in the number of international students attending English-dominant 
schools brings benefits as well as challenges for institutions. The second edition of this 
bestselling book is filled with anecdotes, reflection questions, strategies, resources, and 
activities to provide instructors, as well as academic advisors and administrators, with 
tools for responding to common classroom challenges.

©2023 | 152 pp | $42.95 (Print) | $31.99 (EPUB)

New Ways in Teaching Adults, Revised
Marilyn Lewis and Hayo Reinders (Editors)

This book provides teachers with a range of activities for all stages of the  
learning process. The many activities included encourage discovery learning, provide 
practice, and extend students’ learning beyond the classroom.

©2015 | 216 pp | $50.95 (Print)

Effective Practices in Workplace Language Training
Joan Friedenberg, Deborah Kennedy, Anne Lomperis, 
William Martin, and Kay Westerfield
©2014 | 126 pp | $45.95 (Print)

New Ways in Teaching Business English
Clarice S.C. Chan and Evan Frendo (Editors)
©2014 | 310 pp | $54.95 (Print) 

Perspectives on Teaching Adults English in the 
Digital World
Glenda Rose (Author); Andy Curtis (Series Editor)
©2015 | 66 pp | $16.99 (EPUB)

Teaching English for Academic Purposes
Ilka Kostka and Susan Olmstead-Wang (Authors); 
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2014 | 56 pp | $15.99 (EPUB)

Teaching English for Specific Purposes
Vander Viana, Ana Bocorny, and Simone Sarmento 
(Authors); Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2019 | 60 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

PreK–12 English Language 
Proficiency Standards
TESOL International Association  
[an augmentation of the WIDA English 
Language Proficiency Standards]

These standards are an invaluable resource 
for all English language educators and a 
model for states and districts. They represent 
a starting point for developing effective and 
equitable education for English language 
students.

©2006 | 154 pp | $32.95 (Print)

Standards

Global Focus

BEST SELLER! More Than a Native Speaker: An Introduction to 
Teaching English Abroad, Third Edition
Don Snow and Maxi-Ann Campbell

The novice teacher’s comprehensive guide to effectively teaching English abroad. Gain 
valuable tips and resources for teaching in an unfamiliar educational system, working with 
students of varying ages and skill levels, and adapting to life in a different culture.

©2017 | 308 pp | $60.95(Print) | $45.99 (EPUB)

Preparing Effective Teachers of English 
Language Learners: Practical Applications 
for the TESOL P–12 Professional Teaching 
Standards
Diane Staehr Fenner and Natalie Kuhlman
©2012 | 174 pp 
$60.95 (Print) |  $45.99 (EPUB)

Standards for Adult Education ESL Programs
TESOL International Association
©2002 | 168 pp | $29.95 (Print)  

Standards for ESL/EFL Teachers of Adults
TESOL International Association
©2008 | 198 pp | $46.95 (Print) 

Standards for Short-Term TEFL/TESL 
Certificate Programs
TESOL International Association
©2015 | 32 pp | $49.99 (EPUB)

Standards for Short-Term TEFL/TESL 
Certificate Programs with Program 
Assessment
TESOL International Association
©2015 | 51 pp | $69.99 (EPUB)

TESOL Technology Standards: Description, 
Implementation, Integration 
TESOL Technology Team
©2011 | 306 pp | $37.99 (EPUB)

Teaching English as an International 
Language
Ali Fuad Selvi and Bedrettin Yazan (Authors); 
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor) 
©2013 | 50 pp | $15.99 (EPUB)

Transforming Practices for the English  
as a Foreign Language Classroom
Lucilla Lopriore (Editor); Holly Hansen-Thomas  
(Series Editor)

Discover ways in which teachers interpret and innovate 
research findings into actual classroom practice to create 
positive classroom transformations. Chapters explore 
diverse contexts and are divided into three main sections, 
with lessons taking place at the primary and middle 
school levels, the lower and upper secondary school 
levels, and the tertiary and university levels.  

©2022 | 156 pp | $50.95 (Print) | $37.99 (EPUB)

BEST SELLER! Fostering International 
Student Success in Higher Education,  
Second Edition
Shawna Shapiro, Raichle Farrelly, Zuzana Tomaš
©2023 | 152 pp | $42.95 (Print) | $31.99 (EPUB)
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Creating Visually Effective Materials Design for English Learners
Gabriela Kleckova and Pavel Svejda
©2019 | 138 pp | $21.99 (EPUB) 

Curriculum Design in English Language Teaching
Ilka Kostka and Lucy Bunning (Authors);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2018 | 50 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

English Language Teachers as Program Administrators
Dan J. Tannacito (Author); Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2013 | 44 pp | $15.99 (EPUB)

Language Teacher Professional Development
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Author and Series Editor)
©2015 | 44 pp | $15.99 (EPUB)

Materials Development
Steve Mann and Fiona Copland (Authors);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2015 | 50 pp | $15.99 (EPUB)

Navigating the Intercultural Classroom
Copublished with NAFSA
Tuula Lindholm and Johanne Mednick Myles
©2019 | 206 pp | $46.95 (Print) | $34.99 (EPUB)

PACE Yourself: A Handbook for ESL Tutors
Teresa S. Dalle and Laurel J. Young
©2003 | 222 pp | $10.95 (Print)

Pedagogy & Practice for Online English Language  
Teacher Education
Faridah Pawan, Kelly A. Wiechart, Amber N. Warren, 
and Jaehan Park
©2016 | 150 pp | $34.99 (EPUB)

Preparing School Counselors for English Language Learners
Luciana C. de Oliveira and Carrie Wachter Morris
©2016 | 60 pp | $33.95 (Print)

Reflective Teaching, Revised Edition
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Author and Series Editor)
©2020 | 66 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Second Language Acquisition Applied to English  
Language Teaching
Michael Lessard-Clouston (Author);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)
©2018 | 58 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

Sociolinguistics and Language Teaching
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Author and Series Editor)
©2017 | 56 pp | $20.95 (Print) | $15.99 (EPUB)

BEST SELLER! What School Leaders Need to Know About 
English Learners
Jan Edwards Dormer
©2016 | 132 pp | $43.95 (Print) | $32.99 (EPUB)

BEST SELLER! Supporting English 
Learners with Exceptional Needs
Patricia Rice Doran and Amy K. Noggle

This book sheds light on strengths-based and 
deficit-based mindsets, collaborative problem-
solving, and universal supports for curriculum 
access when working with multilingual learners of 
English.

©2019 | 168 pp | $44.95 (Print)| $33.99 (EPUB)

Social Justice in English  
Language Teaching
Christopher Hastings and Laura Jacob (Editors)

Learn how to respond to the needs of students 
who have been marginalized in their communities. 
This groundbreaking book provides a vision for 
addressing global injustices in the classroom and 
offers concrete strategies to implement with your 
students.

©2016 | 320 pp | $66.95 (Print) | $49.99 (EPUB)

Edited by ETHAN TRINH,  
KATE MASTRUSERIO REYNOLDS,  

and JAMES CODA

TEACHING  
  

FORWARD
PRIDE

Building  
LGBTQ+ Allyship  

in English  
Language Teaching

Teaching Pride Forward: Building 
LGBTQ+ Allyship in English 
Language Teaching
Ethan Trinh, Kate Mastruserio Reynolds, and 
James Coda (Editors)

How can you, as an ally in the ELT field, work 
effectively and productively on behalf of your 
LGBTQ+ students and colleagues? Teaching Pride 
Forward shows you how to further diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and accessibility for and with LGBTQ+ 
community members in our field and in the world.

©2024 | 222 pp | $44.95 (Print) | $33.99 (EPUB)

Effective teaching begins with effective lesson 
planning.  

Copy In the first edition of this book, Dr. Ashcraft transformed the complex, often 
abstract process of lesson planning into an accessible and concrete practice for 
English language teachers in any context. The second edition of Lesson Planning 

includes updated research and references, expanded sections on technology, and new 
reflection questions to improve your teaching—and it adds three new chapters and two 
new appendixes to guide you through all stages of planning.  

In Lesson Planning, Second Edition, you’ll find:

 • Discussion of the many approaches to lesson planning 

 • Both theoretical and practical issues

 • Sample lesson plans, templates, and examples

 • New chapters on collaboration, online instruction, and reflection

There are countless approaches to planning a lesson, and myriad factors to consider: 
lesson objectives, types and length of activities, materials needed, student grouping…
the list goes on. This essential guide will equip you with the knowledge and 
confidence you need to create effective, connected lesson plans for your multilingual 
learners of English. 

About the English Language Teacher Development Series

As the English language teaching field continually reinvents itself, the pressure is intense for 
language teachers to update their knowledge. The English Language Teacher Development 
Series is a set of short resource books written in an accessible manner for all types of 
teachers of English. The series offers a theory-to-practice approach, a variety of practical 
methods, and time for reflections that allow teachers to interact with the materials presented. 

bookstore.tesol.org

About the Author
Nikki Ashcraft, PhD, has taught English and trained teachers in the 
United States, Mexico, Chile, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, and 
Pakistan. She is currently an associate teaching professor in the online 
TESOL program at the University of Missouri, USA, where she enjoys 
interacting with teachers around the world.

English  
Language 
Teacher
Development
Series

NIKKI ASHCRAFT

Second 
Edition

Thomas S. C. Farrell, Series Editor

Lesson
Planning

8176 tesol_ELT_LessonPlanning_CoverMech.indd   All Pages8176 tesol_ELT_LessonPlanning_CoverMech.indd   All Pages 12/8/23   6:37 PM12/8/23   6:37 PM

Lesson Planning, Second Edition
Nikki Ashcraft (Author);  
Thomas S. C. Farrell (Series Editor)

Create effective, connected lesson plans for 
your multilingual learners of English. This edition 
includes updated research and expanded sections 
on technology — and it adds three new chapters 
and two new appendixes to guide you through all 
stages of lesson planning.

©2024 | 64 pp | $22.95 (Print) | $17.99 (EPUB)

Teacher Education

Honoring Multilingualism

Translanguaging is deeply meaningful to me because of the 
profound role language plays in shaping identity and culture, 
building relationships, and creating inclusive spaces for learning. 
My connection to translanguaging stems from a combination of 
personal experiences, observations in teaching, and a commitment 
to equitable education.

I grew up in San Antonio, Texas, USA, where I saw firsthand how 
translanguaging happened commonly and naturally. As an adult 
living in other places where at first I had limited connection to the 
language, like Hungary, Germany, and Catalonia, translanguaging 
allowed me to connect with those whose language and culture I was 
learning, living, and teaching in. 

In my teaching experience, I’ve seen the power of translanguaging 
in classrooms where students speak multiple languages. When 
students are encouraged to use their full linguistic repertoire, 
they demonstrate a deeper understanding of concepts, increased 
confidence, and greater engagement in the classroom community. 
For many of my students, language is tied to their sense of self and 
family history. Encouraging translanguaging honors their unique 
perspectives and supports a more equitable learning environment. 
It allows them to build on their strengths, rather than focusing on 
perceived deficits. 

Ultimately, translanguaging is important because it challenges the 
traditional, monolingual biases that often undergird education 
systems. It emphasizes that language is fluid, dynamic, and deeply 
connected to how people make sense of the world. For me, it’s a 
way to ensure that all learners feel seen, valued, and empowered to 
succeed.

Holly Hansen-Thomas 
Coauthor of Building Classroom Culture Through Translanguaging; 

Texas, USA

BEST SELLER! ELT Basics:  
A Beginner’s Guide to English 
Language Teaching
Jan Edwards Dormer

Whether you’re looking for a basic 
understanding of ELT or considering a 
career in language teaching but want  

to know more first, this book will teach you about language 
acquisition as well as how to plan, instruct, and assess multilingual 
learners of English.

©2023 | 154 pp | $37.95 (Print) | $28.99 (EPUB)

Building Classroom Culture  
Through Translanguaging:  
Theory and Practice
Holly Hansen-Thomas, Maria-Elena Gómez-Parra, 
and Barbara Muszyńska 

This book is a comprehensive guide for educators 
who want to create inclusive and effective classrooms 
that celebrate the diverse linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds of their students. It introduces the 
concept of translanguaging, a pedagogy that moves 
beyond traditional methods by encouraging 
students to use their full linguistic repertoire.

©2025 | 152 pp | $42.95 (Print) | $31.99 (EPUB)

Teacher Leadership 
for School-Wide 
English Learning, 
Second Edition
Michelle Benegas and Amy Stolpestad

This updated edition of Teacher Leadership 
for School-Wide English Learning (SWEL) 
equips teacher leaders to implement the 

SWEL peer coaching model, transforming education for multilingual 
learners. Packed with ready-to-use professional development 
plans, practical tools, and insights from real-world experience, 
this book offers strategies to build systems that support language 
development school-wide. Access downloadable resources and new 
perspectives on how language fosters identity and equity.

©2025 | 240 pp | $44.95 (Print) | $33.99 (EPUB)

TEACHER LEADERSHIP FOR  SCHOOL-W
IDE ENGLISH LEARNING

BENEGAS  •  STOLPESTAD

The SWEL coaching model provides 
teacher leaders with the tools 
they need to develop customized 
professional development. 

Michelle Benegas, PhD, is an associate 
professor at Hamline University and 
cofounder of TESOL International 
Association’s SWEL professional 
development series. Her books include 
Teacher Leadership for School-Wide 
English Learning and Language of 

Identity, Language of Access (LILA): Liberatory Learning in 
Multilingual Classrooms.

Amy Stolpestad, EdD, is a K–12  
ESL teacher and experienced teacher 
educator who has consulted with 
schools across the country. She serves 
as Data Recognition Corporation’s 
senior director for language solutions 
and is a cocreator of the SWEL  

professional development series for TESOL International 
Association.

About the Authors

This book is designed to facilitate the School-Wide English Learning 
(SWEL) peer coaching model at any school that serves multilingual 
learners of English, whether they make up most of the student body or 
a smaller group within the school. By capitalizing on the expertise that 
is already in the building, schools can transform the educational 
experience of multilingual learners throughout the school day.

You can read this innovative volume sequentially or in an order that 
best suits your needs. Sections cover topics such as building school-
wide systems to support language development, applying teacher 
professional development, and putting SWEL to work in your school 
with intentional planning. 

VALUABLE FEATURES

 Professional Development Plan, each complete with objectives, 
time needed to complete the activity, materials and resources, 
preparation required, and step-by-step instructions

 A Companion Website, including downloadable handouts, articles, 
links, videos, and more, as well as all appendixes (editable!)

In this second edition, you will find new perspectives on how language 
provides access while supporting student identity. Also look for: 

 More ready-to-use professional development plans
 Updates based on real-world teacher input
 Revised and expanded planning tools to focus on targeted 

observation goals
 Discussion of how the psychology of change impacts the work of 

SWEL coaches

The SWEL model is so important 
because it helps schools draw 
from their expertise within the 
school without having to depend 
on the expertise of others 
outside of the district. I think 
administrators will appreciate 
this book as well because it 
provides them with a clear 
process of starting the SWEL 
model from zero to launch. 
Tan Huynh, MEd, Secondary School 
Teacher, International School of  
Phnom Penh

Teacher Leadership for  
School-Wide English Learning  
is beautiful to read. The ideas 
are accessible and clear. The 
model has solid theoretical 
foundations and the theories 
discussed are very approachable, 
so much so that one almost 
doesn’t realize that they are 
theories. This model is 
groundbreaking and so helpful 
for teachers. There is really 
nothing else out there that 
supports the in-service 
professional development in 
 this manner. This cannot be 
underestimated.
Kate Reynolds, PhD, Professor of  
TESOL and Literacy, Central Washington 
University

tesol.org/bookstore

FOR

SCHOOL- 
WIDE 
ENGLISH 
LEARNING 

TEACHER 
LEADERSHIP

MICHELLE BENEGAS
AMY STOLPESTAD

2ND EDITION
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Holly Hansen-Thomas | María-Elena Gómez-Parra | Barbara Muszyńska

Translanguaging
Theory to Practice

Building Classroom 
Culture Through

Foreword by 
Ofelia García

Building Classroom
 Culture Through

Translanguaging
Hansen-Thom

as, Góm
ez-Parra, and M

uszyńska

Transform your multilingual classroom: Unlock the power 
of students’ rich linguistic backgrounds.

Building Classroom Culture Through Translanguaging: Theory to Practice is a comprehensive 
guide for educators who want to create inclusive and e� ective classrooms that celebrate the 
diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds of their students. It introduces the concept of 
translanguaging, a pedagogy that moves beyond traditional methods by encouraging students 
to use their full linguistic repertoire.

LEARN HOW TO

� Unlock the Power of Multilingualism: Discover how to leverage students’ existing 
languages to enhance learning and comprehension.

� Cultivate Intercultural Awareness: Develop strategies to create a more inclusive classroom.
� Implement Translanguaging Strategies: Explore actionable strategies and real-world 

classroom examples across various contexts, educational levels, and geographical locations.
� Bridge Theory and Practice: Foster an educational environment that refl ects the linguistic 

and cultural diversity inherent in today’s globalized society.

By presenting real-world examples, pedagogical tools, and numerous hands-on activities, 
Building Classroom Culture Through Translanguaging empowers educators to make informed 
choices, fostering a community of refl ective practitioners committed to enhancing the quality 
of education for all.
Whether you’re a preservice teacher, in-service teacher, or teacher trainer, this book provides 
the tools and knowledge you need to move beyond traditional methods and embrace the 
power of translanguaging.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Holly Hansen-Thomas is vice provost of research, innovation, and corporate engagement, and 
professor of ESL and bilingual education at Texas Woman’s University in Denton, Texas, USA. 
A three-time Fulbright Scholar, Dr. Hansen-Thomas has dedicated her academic scholarship to 
second language educational issues.

María-Elena Gómez-Parra is an interdisciplinary researcher and professor of bilingual and 
intercultural education in the Faculty of Education at the University of Córdoba, Spain. Her key 
research areas include intercultural education, bilingual education, and early second language 
acquisition. 

Barbara Muszyńska, a Fulbright Senior Award scholar, works as an assistant professor at the 
University of Lower Silesia in Wrocław, Poland. Her research and teaching focus on developing 
new forms of evidence-based cross-curricular approaches to language teaching and learning.
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TESOL Education and Events

Empowering Multilingual Readers

When I first started teaching multilingual middle school students, I quickly realized how 
challenging it was to teach reading. I noticed that most existing approaches to reading 
instruction were designed with monolingual students in mind, and I struggled to 
find methods that truly supported the diverse needs of my multilingual 
learners. I knew that to help them succeed, I needed to teach not only 
the mechanics of reading—such as decoding and fluency—but also 
how to engage critically with a wide range of texts. However, I also 
wanted to ensure that I was incorporating the assets and background 
knowledge that my multilingual students already brought 
with them. This desire to make reading instruction more 
inclusive and effective for learners from diverse linguistic 
backgrounds led to my focus on reading instruction for 
multilingual students.

In my years of teaching multilingual learners of English 
in both the United States and China, I’ve witnessed the 
powerful difference it makes when students become 
confident readers. That confidence not only boosts their 
academic performance but also empowers them to engage 
with the world around them. I love the Teaching Reading 
for Multilingual Learners of English workshop because it 
gives me the chance to collaborate with and learn from a 
dedicated community of educators on this important topic.

Hetal Ascher (pictured right/left/above) 
TESOL Course Instructor; Wisconsin, USA

In-Person and/or  
Online Events

TESOL International  
Convention & Expo
www.tesolconvention.org
Join thousands of English language 
professionals from around the world 
in-person and/or online to learn about 
innovative tools, techniques, and 
strategies; public policy issues; new 
research; and best practices in the field. 

TESOL Virtual Convention
www.tesol.org/virtual
Join a global community of English 
language professionals to invest in 
yourself and advance your expertise. 

TESOL Advocacy Action Days
www.tesol.org/advocacy
Take advantage of two opportunities 
to take your voice to the Hill! Join us for 
virtual Hill visits and learn about the 
current issues and legislation that matter 
most to you and your learners, and for 
in-person Hill visits in Washington, D.C., 
to raise your voice on Capitol Hill and 
speak directly to your congressional 
representatives to advocate for change.  

TESOL Advocacy Workshop
www.tesol.org/advocacy
Want to sharpen your advocacy skills? 
This full-day, hands-on workshop is 
brought to your location and dedicated 
to increasing the advocacy capacities 
and skillsets of your English language 
teachers. This workshop will enable 
your ELT professionals, no matter their 
level of advocacy experience, to create 
plans to become career advocates, 
recognize allies, and strategize to engage 
community stakeholders and lawmakers. 
To bring this one-of-a-kind workshop to 
your school district, program, or affiliate, 
please contact advocacy@tesol.org.

Facilitated Certificate Programs

www.tesol.org/certificates

Teacher Leadership for School-Wide English Learning 
Workshops
www.tesolswel.org
English language teachers are often asked to support their colleagues’ 
instruction of multilingual learners of English, but they don’t always have access to the 
resources or training they need to accomplish this work. Equip yourself with the knowledge 
and tools you need to become a SWEL coach, enact the SWEL model at your school or in your 
district, and shine a light on your expertise.

ELT Leadership Management Certificate Program
www.tesol.org/lmcp
Gain the training necessary to take on a leadership, administrative, or management role in 
your ELT organization or institution. 

Leadership Development Certificate Program
www.tesol.org/ldcp
Develop the knowledge and skills needed to take on a leadership role in TESOL International 
Association through this self-paced, online program. This is a free program open to TESOL 
members only.

TESOL Core Certificate Program
www.tesol.org/tccp
Gain a solid foundation in the theory and practice of ELT. For private cohorts, reach out to 
learn@tesol.org.

TESOL Certificate: Advanced Practitioner
www.tesol.org/tcap
Take your career to the next level. Build on your knowledge base by exploring an area of 
expertise in depth and then contribute to the field by presenting or publishing your findings. 
Enroll at any time and complete this online program at your own pace. 

Facilitated Online Courses

www.tesol.org/onlinecourses

TESOL: Training for Trainers
Assess the needs of your current or potential continuing professional development program 
and explore ways to boost or transform your program’s profile by using the latest techniques 
and technologies.

COURSE COMPLETED

 Training for Trainers

Self-Study Courses

www.tesol.org/onlinecourses
Self-paced, 60-hour online courses that fit into any schedule! 

Fundamentals of TESOL
Gain theoretical and practical knowledge of language, language learning, teaching 
methodology, and classroom practice. 

Teaching and Assessing Adult Learners 
Learn appropriate methods and techniques for teaching language skills, vocabulary, and 
grammar to adult learners and understand the appropriate assessments you’ll need to measure 
progress.

Supporting Multilingual Learners of English With Exceptional 
Needs 
Developed by an English language teaching expert who specializes in bilingual 
special education, language and cultural diversity, culturally responsive practice, and brain 
development and disorders, our new course provides you with the foundational knowledge, tools, 
and resources you need to start helping your most vulnerable students.

Teaching and Assessing Young Learners
Learn appropriate methods and techniques for teaching language skills, vocabulary, and 
grammar to primary-aged learners, and understand the appropriate assessments you’ll need to 
measure progress.

TESOL Classroom

www.tesol.org/live

TESOL Classroom events are dynamic, 
week-long workshops designed to 
explore current ELT interests. Led 
by experienced professionals, each 
90-minute session offers live, interactive 
learning that empowers educators 
with practical strategies and tools 
to confidently apply new concepts 
in their classrooms, enriching both 
teaching practices and student learning 
outcomes. Current classrooms include:

Teaching Reading for 
Multilingual Learners of English 
Workshop
www.tesol.org/reading-workshop
This 4-week course for K–12 educators 
or teacher trainers will help you enhance 
reading skills, navigate the science of 
reading, and build classroom routines.

The 6 Principles of Exemplary 
Teaching of English Learners 
Workshop
The 6 Principles Workshop is a 
transformative, cutting-edge 
professional development opportunity 
designed for all English language 
educators passionate about delivering 
impactful language instruction.  

Social-Emotional Learning 
Workshop
Developing social-emotional learning 
(SEL) knowledge and skills is especially 
critical for multilingual learners of English 
to help them adjust to a new culture 
and learn a new language. In this live 
workshop, you’ll be equipped with the 
tools to practice self-care and implement 
SEL in your learning spaces to support 
and benefit your learners. 

AI in the English Language 
Classroom Workshop
Coming in 2025!
This highly interactive and participant-
centered workshop equips you with a 
starter kit of knowledge and tools to 
explore AI in your learning spaces to 
benefit you and your learners.

SE
LF-STUDY COMPLETED

     Fundamentals 
of TESOL

Interested in bringing a TESOL Education Program to your school?  
Schedule a consultation! info.tesol.org/workshops
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Partner With TESOL

Looking for customized workshops and courses, 
help with building capacity, or ways to amplify your 

employees’ technical skills?

We’re here to support you. 
Reach out today to learn more.

tesol.org/partner
learn@tesol.org

The TESOL Core Certificate Program™ courses have supported trainers and ELT 
professionals from 6 state government partners to use communicative language 
teaching methodology successfully. It’s been one of the key blended programs 
to expand professional development support and support India’s national 
education policy.

— Shwetta Khanna 
Regional English Language Specialist

TESOL International Association offers a variety of options to meet your 
professional learning needs, including virtual, blended, and in-person programs 
and events. TESOL leverages its access to more than 60,000 English language 
teaching professionals around the world and provides expert consultation and 
program development through government and institutional partnerships globally.


