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1.5 billion



It’s big because . . . 

▪ Education is embraced by the entire world

▪ There are more students than there have ever been 

▪ English is considered an essential part of a 
21st century education. 



English in today's world

• opportunity

• social access

• brighter future

English is a tool . . . 

English is a skill . . . 

• mathematics

• science

• technology













Question What % of the world’s users of 
English are non-native speakers?



Total users: 2 billion

English Users Worldwide

NativeNon-native

20%

80%



‘Standard English’

Noah Webster (Preface to ‘An American Dictionary of the English Language’ )

It is not only important, but, in a degree necessary, that the people of this country, should have 
an American Dictionary of the English language; for, although the body of the language is the 
same as in England, and it is desirable to perpetuate that sameness, yet some differences must 
exist. Language is an expression of ideas; and if the people of one country cannot preserve an 
identity of ideas, they cannot retain an identity of language.

David Crystal (Do we need a Standard English? April 22, 2019 ENGLISH? Interview by TEFL Training Institute)

What they're doing is they're allowing the expression of their local identity to become 

institutionalized in dictionaries and in novels, you see, and plays and poetry and grammars and 

things like this, so that we now have to respect the identity of whatever it might be – Indian 

English, Nigerian English, Chinese English, by which I mean, English written by Chinese authors 

expressing a Chinese milieu …



The David Crystal Challenge!

• But when it comes to listening comprehension and reading 
comprehension, if one restricts one's ability only to British English and RP, 
then you miss out … probably most of the English language around the 
world.

• It's an increasing gap, it seems to me, between production and 
comprehension when it comes to teaching … it's your problem to decide 
how to implement this in terms of syllabus design …

• As far as materials are concerned, yes I think one should build in right from 
the very beginning an awareness of variation.



Benefits for learners

• More interesting 

• More developmental

• More motivating 

• Global competence is increasingly necessary



Question What skills do “Globally 

Competent” students need to have?



Global 
Competence 
Framework 

PISA 2018

www.oecd.org

GLOBAL TOPICS

TAKING ACTION

DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION



Authentic

English in today's world



Tips for writers

Standard English and 'new Englishes'



Standard English and 'new Englishes'

✔️ Tip
Use real-world 
content.

✔️ Tip
Don’t mix ‘real-world’ 
and ‘made-up’. 

✔️ Tip
Don’t interpret 
‘real-world’ 
content as ‘freaky’ 
and ‘weird’. 

✔️ Tip
Don’t confuse 
‘real-world’ with 
‘exotic’.



✔️ Tip
Check your 
representation 
for inclusivity.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.



Standard English and 'new Englishes'

✔️ Tip
Check your 
material for 
balanced 
regional 
representation.



✔️ Tip
Recognise topics, stories 
and people of global and 
enduring interest.

Standard English and 'new Englishes'

✔️ Tip
Let people tell their 
own stories.

✔️ Tip
Avoid the ‘single story’.
‘The single story creates 
stereotypes, and the 
problem with 
stereotypes is not that 
they are untrue, but 
that they are 
incomplete.’ 
(Chimamanda Adichie)



✔️ Tip
Craft language 
presentation 
and practice 
from the real-
world input (and 
organize it into a 
recognised 
syllabus).

✔️ Tip
Create the space 
for students to 
react and 
respond to the 
input.



✔️ Tip
Develop good 
communication 
skills to connect 
with the people 
you want to 
feature or who 
are the experts 
that can bring the 
subjects to life.



Standard English and 'new Englishes'

✔️ Tip
Embrace and 
exploit the 
opportunities 
offered by this 
real-world 
approach.



Tips for creating 
authentic 

listening (if you 
can’t use the real 

people)

• Make authentic recordings of the script for the 
actors to copy as closely as possible. 

• Provide links to real speakers of the requested 
accent.

• If you’re developing materials for your own class or 
school, YouTube is a treasure trove of audio 
materials featuring different accents.



Tips for 
recording

• Record two separate takes of you reading the 
script.

• Begin your takes by stating your name.

• Send a 60 second recording of room tone.

• Make sure you’re in a quiet space which isn’t 
echoey (recording inside a car is a great option).

• Hold your smart phone/recording device 5-8 inches 
away from your mouth and angled/tilted down 
slightly.

• If you stumble or lose your way and need to correct 
yourself, leave a couple of seconds pause and then 
go back to the start of the sentence.



Standard English and 'new Englishes'

✔️ Tip
Be critical 
thinkers 
and know 
how to 
fact check.



Standard English and 'new Englishes'

✔️ Tip
Choose your 
sources carefully. 



Perspectives
Student Book 3



4. Giant Camel Fossil Found in Arctic

1. Leaping Shark Image Wins National 
Geographic Photograph of the Year

2. Researchers Find Creature 
That Can Age Backwards

3. Giant Squid Washes Up on California Beach 



Leaping Shark Image Wins National Geographic 
Photograph of the Year

1.







Researchers Find Creature That 
Can Age Backward2.



3.
Giant Squid Washes up on California 
Beach



A giant squid measuring a whopping 160 feet

Question your 
assumptions

Source: www.lightlybraisedturnip.com

Evaluate the source

Analyze details







4. Giant Camel Fossil Found in Arctic





English as 
a Lingua 

Franca 
(ELF)





Which of these areas AREN’T 

crucial to an ELF syllabus?

• Assimilation

• Vowel length

• Weak forms

• Consonant clusters

✔️ Tip
Create a useful 
pronunciation 
syllabus. 



• Vowel length (e.g. minimal pairs such as hit and 
heat, or hit and hid)

• Consonant clusters (e.g. strong and next)

• Consonant sounds (e.g. minimal pairs such as rain
and lane)

• Nuclear stress (e.g. I’m from France.) and by 
association, therefore, word stress

✔️ Tip
Help learners 
focus on 
features of 
pronunciation 
that will make 
their own 
speech 
intelligible to an 
international 
audience.



✔️ Tip
Avoid loaded 
terms such as 
We say …, 
implying an in-
group/out-
group, and 
potentially 
positioning 
learners in the 
out-group. 



✔️ Tip
Provide help on 
dealing with 
accents



How to choose 
which accents to 

feature? Five 
questions to 

consider.

1. How different is this accent to the accent of my target 
audience? 

2. How much exposure to this accent are these learners 
likely to have had before? 

3. Which accents are these learners most likely to need to 
understand? Which countries do they trade with the 
most? 

4. How distinct are each of the accents I’m going to 
include? E.g. including audio featuring speakers from 
India, Russia and China would provide more variety of 
distinct accents than speakers from Germany, Norway 
and Holland.

5. How important is this country on a global scale in  
terms of trade? For example, if the audio materials 
include a Scottish accent, is that justifiable in terms of 
population size and the learners’ likelihood of 
encountering someone from Scotland? 



✔️ Tip
Include material 
or activities to 
raise awareness 
with students 
about why 
they’re learning 
English.

✔️ Tip
Make students 
aware of 
intercultural 
communicative 
strategies.



BrE vs AmE: language and usage

• Many examples of American English usage no longer warrant the label of 
AmE because they’re increasingly used in BrE.
• already with past simple; anymore (spelling); apartment; assignment (h/w); bar; 

bathroom (toilet); cooperate (spelling – no hyphen); consult with; different than; 
fries; mail; package; post; raise (n); on sale (reduced); pharmacist (for chemist); 
store; sick (meaning ‘ill’); truck; -ward (not -wards); zero

• Some evidence that British English terms are finding their way into 
American English.

• Benefits of exposure to both variants



BrE vs AmE: how does this play out in international exams?

Cambridge Assessment confirmed that:

• It’s OK to mix UK/US spellings, but … 

• Be consistent at word level

• Speaking test focuses on intelligibility – not accent



✔️ Tip
Be consistent.

✔️ Tip
Avoid confusion 
at lower levels, 
but raise 
awareness 
when the 
language level 
permits.

color color color color colorcolor colorcolor color

colour colour colour colour colourcolour colourcolour colour



Modern English

three beautiful young women three adventurous young women

• New developments 
(eg social media)

• Linguistic trends (eg
prefixes, suffixes, 
‘verbing’)

• Social attitudes

Modern English: 
factors influencing 
the development of 
the language
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